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Bangladesh Receives Saudi Aid for Refugees 
92AE0350A Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 14 Apr 92 p 2 


[Article by ‘Abdallah al-Rafidi: “Kingdom Gives $1 
Million To shelter Burmese Refugees; Prince Khalid 
Bin-Sultan Visits Army Headquarters, Watches Military 
Exercise”’} 


[Text] Staff Lt. Gen. Mohammad Nuruddin [Khan], 
commander of the Bangladesh Army [title as published, 
presumably Chief of Army Staff], expressed his extreme 
pleasure at the visit of Prince Khalid Bin-Sultan Bin- 
*Abd-al-’Aziz to Bangladesh. This visit takes place within 
the framework of brotherly cooperation between the two 
countries, stemming from Islamic brotherhood among 
peoples of the Islamic world. 


In his statement upon the visit of Prince Khalid Bin- 
Sultan to Army Command Headquarters on 13 April 
1992, Lt. Gen. Nuruddin referred to th: fact that this 
brotherly cooperation between the two countries encom- 
passed various areas. It was represented, in one instance, 
by the participation of Bangladeshi forces in the war to 
liberate Kuwait from the clutches of Iraqi aggression. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Prince Khalid visited the headquarters of the Bangladesh 
Army Command on 13 April, where his highness was 
received by Army Commander Lt. Gen. Mohammad 
Nuruddin, and Maj. Gen. Mohammad Abdul Salam, the 
chief of staff. Prince Khalid expressed his pleasure at this 
visit, which strengthens the bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries. He then greeted 40 officers 
from the Bangladeshi division that participated in the 
war to liberate Kuwait. Prince Khalid Bin-Sultan and his 
accompanying delegation then went to an open area, 
where he witnesced an anti-aircraft exercise. The prince 
was shown the weapons concerned and listened to a 
detailed explanation about the operations of the Air 
Defense Forces. 


Previously, Prince Khalid Bin-Sultan had presented $1 
million within the context of Saudi Arabian aid to the 
Bangladeshi Government to help it shelter Burmese 
refugees. 


Furthermore, the custodian of the two holy mosques’ 
embassy in Bangladesh hosted a luncheon on 13 April to 
honor Prince Khalid Bin-Sultan at the Sonargao Hotel in 
Dhaka. A number of officials and embassy staff attended 
the luncheon. 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Abstention on Libyan Embargo Explained 
924F0768A Algiers MAG 7 in French 12 Apr 92 p 6 


[Unattributed Article: “Threats Against Libya: Why 
Morocco Abstained”’} 


[Text] Morocco’s abstention in the Security Council vote 
reflects a constant determination to work individually or 
collectively in order to take all necessary measures to 
contain the crisis, Mr. Abdellatif Filali, Moroccan State 
minister in charge of foreign affairs and cooperation, 
stated. 


In a statement broadcast by the Moroccan television, 
Mr. Filali emphasized that Morocco abstained for “‘sev- 
eral reasons”: “‘First,” he said, ‘‘there is the Arab League 
Council’s decision asking the Security Council to refrain 
from making any decision that might have negative 
consequences, i.e., through sanctions against our 
brothers of the Libyan Jamahiriyah.”’ 


“Then,” the minister added, “Morocco is not convinced 
that the decision to have recourse to Article 7 of the UN 
Charter is necessarily enforceable in this connection 
because, even if the accused are really guilty, that does 
not justify having recourse to Article 7. Within the 
framework of the United Nations,” he went on, “Article 
7 signifies that there is territorial occupation on the part 
of a UN member state or that there is a danger for 
international peace.” 


“However,” he pointed out, ‘““We do not believe that the 
present dispute between Libya and the three countries 
(United States, France, United Kingdom) affects inter- 
national peace.” 


Mr. Abdellatif Filali added that Morocco also believes 
that the door remains open as long as the postponement 
of the sanctions implementation until 15 April offers an 
opportunity to the parties, which may until then play a 
new role in order to contain the present crisis.“ 


The State minister pointed out that the abstention of 
Morocco, which was not the only country to adopt this 
position in the Security Council, was the result of con- 
tacts with nonaligned Security Council member coun- 
tries, adding that the postponement of the coming into 
force of the embargo decision represents a new opportu- 
nity that will enable Morocco to play a fundamental role 
with the Arab League general secretary. He announced 
that he had received that very day a message from Mr. 
Esmat Abdelmajid, the League’s general secretary, 
expressing his thanks for the efforts made by Morocco in 
connection with this crisis, and for the role Morocco is 
prepared to play in the near future jointly with members 
of the Commission of Seven in charge of monitoring the 
problem. 


Mr. Filali emphasized the need to continue working with 
optimism under any circumstances until the last 
moment. He expressed the hope that an Arab consensus 
on this problem should first be arrived at, and that the 
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other party should show some understanding in order to 
guarantee stability in the region and to overcome all 
these problems. 


Mr. Abdellatif Filali recalled that, right from the start of 
the crisis, Morocco—which held the presidency of the 
UMA [Arab Maghreb Union]—undertook intense con- 
tacts with the Libyan Jamahiriyah in order to reach 
solutions that would satisfy all parties, in addition to 
many other initiatives in this context, in particular direct 
contacts between King Hassan II and the parties 
involved. 


He also recalled the instructions given to the Moroccan 
ambassador and UN representative, to work side by side 
with his Libyan counterpart in the United Nations, and 
with the nonaligned group. 


Mr. Filali also mentioned Morocco’s part in the efforts 
deployed at the Arab League level to contain the crisis, 
which elicited a positive reaction from the other party 
(United States, France, United Kingdom) as it saw the 
League’s latest decision as a responsible position. “The 
door was therefore open to hope, and to a constructive 
dialogue aimed at finding suitable solutions in the 
present circumstances but, unfortunately, certain diffi- 
culties emerged after the League’s meeting,’ Mr. Abdel- 
latif Filali stated, nevertheless expressing the wish that 
efforts to contain the crisis should continue. 


Libyan Trade Delegation Arrives in Sudan 


EA1005184092 Khartoum SUNA in English 0915 GMT 
10 May 92 


[Text] Khartoum, 10 May (SUNA)}—A commercial del- 
egation headed by member of the Libyan Import Exec- 
utive Board of Directors, Salim Mursi al-Banus [name as 
received], arrived here Friday [8 May]. 


The delegation would [as received], during a several days 
visit, conduct talks with the concerned bodies on imple- 
mentation of some trade contacts, which were embodied 
in the framework of the integration between the two 
countries. 


In a press statement, the Libyan official stated that an 
agreement was reached with officials of the Sudanese oil 
seeds company for exporting oil and cereals through the 
year in the context of the economic integration between 
the two countries. 


He also said an agreement had been made for exporting 
goats, cows, and leathers to Libya. 


The general manager of the oil-seed company, Al-Zubayr 
Ahmad al-Hasan, further said 13,000 tons of groundnuts 
and 3,000 tons of sesame were now ready for export to 
Libya. 


Maghreb, EC Differ on Development Priorities 


924F0671A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Apr 92 p 9 


[Interview with Muhammad Ben Mansour, head of 
National Union of Public Sector Contractors in Algeria, 








JPRS-NEA-92-064 
21 May 1992 


by ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Yahyawi in Brussels, date not 
given; first three paragraphs AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
introduction] 


[Text] The dialogue that took place in the North African- 
European conference held during the past two days in 
Brussels was characterized by unaccustomed frankness 
from the two sides, each of which presented conflicting 
concepts of economic relations and their priorities. A 
clear difference arose between the North Africans and 
the Europeans over what each side wants from the other. 


Participating in the conference’s proceedings were the 
most important North African social and economic 
figures, as well as their European counterparts from the 
12 [EC] countries. The two sides discussed issues of joint 
development on the shores of the Mediterranean basin. 
Differences of opinion over the priorities needed to set 
in motion the train of development in the southern 
Mediterranean dominated the Brussels conference, since 
the North Africans alluded to the burden of debt upon its 
economies, whereas the Europeans concentrated on the 
importance of liberalizing the market and breaking down 
customs barriers. Moreover, the director of the French 
Investment Bank openly demanded that the Arab side 
abandon the Arabic language when concluding interna- 
tional agreements, and that Saturday and Sunday be the 
weekend, instead of Friday. 


The views of some European participants caused wide- 
spread debate among the North Africans, some of whom 
described those views as using language reminiscent of 
the days of European imperialism and the Western 
mandate. 


Concerning this dialogue between the two sides, AL- 
SHARQ AL-AWSAT met with Mohamed Ben Mansour, 
head of the National Union of Public Sector Contractors 
in Algeria, who sharply criticized the European position. 
He said, “We know the European Common Market 
[ECM] has long been trying time to give world public 
opinion the impression that it is establishing good relai- 
tons with the Arab Maghreb Union [UMA]. But things 
are really very serious, since the ECM is trying to divide 
the Arab world into two parts: western Arabs and eastern 
Arabs. They have succeeded somewhat in this, as we 
have seen in the interference of some European partici- 
pants. The Europeans also consider Arab North Africa as 
consisting of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunis, and they 
seem to forget Libya and Mauritania. For our part, we 
believe that the concept of the Arab Maghreb Union is a 
means for development, and not a goal in and of itself. 
As for the Europeans, they use this concept as a goal of 
one of their political schemes. The current meeting raises 
the question of discussing ways to establish European- 
North African relations on some of fundamental issues, 
which, in the belief of the Europeans, can be summed up 
as issues On investments, emigration, and agriculture. If 
we Arabs in North Africa were asked about our concerns 
and priorities, we would bring up the problem of debt, 
because it constitutes a barrier and the primary obstacle 
to development in our countries. We would say that the 
problem of expatriates, which the European side stresses, 
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is secondary, in view of the fact that they are no longer 
the basic problem in European-North African relations, 
since they have been assimilated into European societies. 
As for agriculture, North African agricultural exports no 
longer enter the ECM, since Europe has put obstacles in 
front of them. Regarding Western investments in the 
countries of Arab North Africa, the European tone at the 
conference centered on forcing the North African side to 
invest in itself instead of obtaining European capital. 
European investment is no longer coming to North 
African agriculture, after having been selective in a 
country like Morocco, imposing on it the prodction of a 
specific kinds tomatoes, flowers, and oranges to meet the 
needs of the European market. But the matter ended 
with the closing of the European market to Moroccan 
agrcultural products, something which placed that 
country in a big crisis. I believe that our good intentions 
towards the Europeans has brought us to the limit of 
naivete, and each one of us ought to deal with the other 
on the principle of everyone looking out for his own 
interests.” 


[al-Yahyawi] What about what is called the new Euro- 
pean policy for partnership between the countries of 
Arab North Africa and Europe? 


[Ben Mansour] How can one reasonably imagine that 
there would be equal partnership between an economic 
giant such as Europe and developing countries such as 
the UMA? The “current partnership” between the two 
sides is based on foundations that guarantee the intc rests 
of Europe alone. What is called “joint development”’ is 
nothing but a new title that aims to draw attention away 
from the complexities of debt and finding work, and the 
problems of education, which are of the utmost impor- 
tance to us and which do not receive the attention they 
need from the European side. 


The Europeans have concentrated on demanding that 
the Arab North African countries use the liberal system 
as the sole means of attaining development and 
attracting European investments, and they demanded 
that our markets be opened competelym without restric- 
tions or transitional phases. For our part, we believe that 
the foundations and systems upon which cooperation 
between us is based must first be defined, and we do not 
want the Europeans to impose them upon us. 


[al-Yahyawi] Because of the proximity between Europe 
and Arab North Africa, what is needed to attain mutual 
cooperation between the two sides? 


[Ben Mansour] Before all else, the course of growth and 
development in Arab North Africa must be reinforced, 
because development will undoubtedly be reflected on 
the two sides in the future, and its returns will be 
beneficial to the Europeans. On the other hand, the 
Europeans are demanding that we guarantee European 
investments in our countries, a demand that we have 
previously responded to. At the same time, we insist that 
there be no linkage between common economic interests 
and political problems through freezing Arab monies in 
European banks, as is now expected with respect to 
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Libya. We believe that it would be more fruitful to 
discuss all the thorny issues that divide the two sides. 


{al-Yahyawi] What about Algeria’s new course in selling 
a share of its energy production to foreign and European 
companies? 


[Ben Mansour] The issue concerns Algerian oil produc- 
tion, where, as you know, the process of drilling oil every 
day wastes not-insignificant quantities of black gold, 
because the installations currently in Algeria do not 
aliow anything else. The offer that the head of the 
Aigerian Government made is based on giving those lost 
quantities to foreign companies, in return for their 
investing in the Algerian energy sector and dividing the 
profits which those quantities would bring. 


[al-Yahyawi] How would you assess the economic and 
political situation in Arab North Africa? 


{Ben Mansour] The economic situation is extremely bad, 
since the annual national income in Algeria, for example, 
has dropped during the past three years by $1,000. I 
believe that if the hemorrhage from this decline is not 
halted, the indebtedness will worsen and the situation 
will deteriorate to «. degree that cannot be imagined. | 
believe that what is needed now is to turn things around 
and change the course of deterioration to one of growth. 
I believe that all this depends on solving the debt 
problem. As for the political situation, which is being 
overrun by the growth of fundamentalism, it is organi- 
cally linked to the chronic economic problem. I believe 
that the young men who are drawn by extremist ideas are 
victims of the oppressive social and economic situation, 
and if these young men were to find jobs, they would not 
be driven to sow hatred and malice among members of 
the same family. 


[al-Yahyawi] Finally, what do you expect from this 
meeting” 


[Ben Mansour] Getting to know the intentions of the 
Other side, nothing more, and attaching names to pic- 
tures. Even for the Europeans, the primary purpose is to 
become acquainted with the North African side and to 
get ready to face it during the negotiations. 


Kuwaiti Economic Aid for Public Works Detailed 


924F0768B Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 17 Apr 92 p 8 


[Unattrbuted Article: “Large Kuwaiti Loans To Equip 
Morocco”—first paragraph is LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
introduction] 


[Text] The Kuwaiti Arab Economic Development Fund 
[FKDEA] is taking an active role in Moroccan develop- 
ment; it has already provided substantial aid to complete 
major projects. 


For instance, the fund provided credits equivalent to a 
total of 39 million Kuwaiti dinars, i.e., 1.1 billion 
dirhams, at symbolic rates of 2.5 to 3.5 percent. 


These are the projects: 
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Aoulouz Dam 


Located in Souss, the project is nearly completed; the 
FKDEA granted Morocco a loan of 3 million Kuwaiti 
dinars. As oi 31 December | 991, 153 million dirhams 
had already been drawn againsi this loan. The loan must 
be used up this year. 


Smir Dam Near Restinga 


The Kuwaiti participation in financing this project 
amounts to 3 million Kuwaiti dinars. Provisional accep- 
tance of the dam was completed on 31 December 1991. 
The equivalent of 45 million dirhams was withdrawn 
from the FKDEA. 


Matmata Development Project 


This hydraulic project includes the construction of the 
Ait Youb dam, the Matmata tunnel, and an equalization 
basin. The project, which is practically completed, was 
financed in part by a loan of 7 million Kuwaiti dinars. 


As of 31 December 1991, 108 million dirhams had been 
drawn against this loan. The loan agreement provides 
that the loan will be clesed on 30 June 1992. 


Al Wahda Dam on the Ouergha. at M’Jar . 


The financing of the large Al Wahda hydroelectric com- 
plex involves an FKDEA loan of 14 million Kuwaiti 
dinars, 78 percent of which are earmarked for the plant. 
The Kuwaiti loan agreement was signed back in 
November 1990. The date of implementation of the loan 
was postponed pending the signature of the agreement 
on the retrocession of a credit of 10.87 million Kuwaiti 
dinars to the ONE [National Electricity Office]. 


Casablanca Drinking Water Supply 


This project is designed to increase the Casablanca 
wilaya drinking water supply by an annual volume of 71 
million cubic meters of processed water; it received 
Kuwaiti financing amounting to 7 million Kuwaiti 
dinars. The structures and equipment are practically 
completed. 


450 Million Dirhams for the Rabai-Larache Highway 


The Kuwaiti Fund will intensify its efforts in Morocco; 
under an agreement signed last week at the Ministry of 
Public Works by Mr. Kabbaj and the FKDEA general 
director, Mr. Badr Al Machari, a loan of 15 million 
dinars is granted to Morocco to build the Rabat-Larache 
highway, a project which already received an Italian 
loan. The loan, bearing interest at 4 percent, is granted 
for 20 years plus a five-year deferment. The FKDEA 
plans to grant similar loans at a later date, for the 
following projects: 


¢ second installment of the Rabat-Tangiers highway 
between Larache and Tangiers; 

* construction of a highway between Rabat and Fes; 

¢ launchir 3 of the Dchar El Oued dam on the upper 
Oum E) Rbia; 








JPRS-NEA-92-064 
21 May 1992 


¢ exploration for underground water resources for rural 
development; 
¢ drinking water supply of several Moroccan towns. 


Arab Engineers Federation Announces Support for 
Libya 

NC1205152692 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1301 GMT 

12 May 92 


[Text] Cairo, 12 May (MENA)}—The Arab Engineers 
Federation [AEF] decided at its final session today to 
send messages to the Arab League secretary general and 
the UN secretary general about lifting the blockade on 
Libya. The federation decided to send a message to Arab 
League Secretary General Dr. ‘Ismat ‘Abd-al-Majid 
asking Arab countries to adopt a unified stand; to reject 
the unjust blockade on the Libyan people; and to empha- 
size the dangers facing the Arab nation, dangers which 
aim to destroy its material and human resources. 


The federation also decided to send another message to 
UN Secretary General Dr. Butrus Ghali emphasizing 
that Security Council Resolution 748 imposing a 
blockade on Libya is illegal and contradicts the UN 
Charter because it applies Chapter 7 incorrectly. This, 
the group adds, can create a dangerous precedence. 


The federation affirmed in its message its rejection of the 
Security Council using international legitimacy in an 
unfair manner and in contradiction of international law, 
as has been the case in the resolutions regarding the 
Palestinian issue. 


The AEF decided to address messages to heads of the 
permanent member states of the S$ curity Council 
praising the Libyan stand, its civilized dealing with the 
current Libyan-Western crisis, and its acceptance of 
trying the two accused Libyans in a neutral country. 


The federation noted that the recent incidents in Los 
Angeles clearly demonstrate that the U.S. judiciary is not 
credible. 


In its recommendations, the federation decided to send 
messages to engineering organizations who are members 
of the international federation to ask them to take 
measures to halt the West’s erroneous practices. The 
messages also urge these organizations to support the 
Libyan people and to stand by the righteous side in this 
case to achieve a constructive peace. 


The federation affirmed its support for Libya’s stand of 
rejecting of all forms and sources of terrorism. 


The AEF urged all Arab engineering organizations to 
stop work for one hour on 27 May in solidarity with the 
Libyan people. 


The federation began its extraordinary session yesterday 
to discuss the Libyan-Western crisis. 


Earlier today, Arab League Secretary General Dr. *Ismat 
*Abd-al- Majid received a delegation of the Arab Engi- 
neers Federation, led by Ahmad Quwaytah who briefed 
Dr. ’Abd-al-Majid on the federation’s recommendations 
and efforts in the service of Arab causes. 
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IRAQ 


Letter Describes Indian Saddam Thoughts Forum 
92AE03264 Baghdad BABIL in Arabic 24 Mar 92 p 3 


{Letter by Dr. Bashir al-’Allaq] 


[Text] On 24 December 1991, in AL-IRAQ (political 
section, page 3), | proposed creating an international 
institute named after Commander Saddam Husayn to 
Study the applied thought of this great leader and his 
achievements in all areas. | recommended that it be 
Oriented toward practical applications, and that it for- 
mulate plans and programs to serve Iraq and Third 
World peoples in a concrete way. I stated: “Let us name 
the institute by any agreed name. However, the impor- 
tant thing is for us to transform this institute into a field 
for learning about, and expanding on, the commander's 
ideas and personality; and to transfer what we learn to 
rebuilding the destruction caused by the 30-state aggres- 
sion, and to building a new, flourishing Iraq, which will 
exasperate its enemies and gladden its friends and hon- 
orable people in the world.” 


How overflowing was my happiness when I chanced to 
learn that a number of important Indian figures had 
taken the initiative last March to create an institute like 
the one which I had recommended, called “International 
Saddam Thoughts Forum.” 


My friend, Mohammed Younus Siddiqui, the chairman 
of the Pan-India Muslim Students and Youth Federation 
and a well-known peace advocate, informed me, when I 
met with him in Baghdad while he was attending the 
Popular Islamic Conference, that the idea of creating a 
forum originated with a select number of professors at 
venerable Delhi University. The idea received a great 
welcome in the university environment. That was in 
1988, after Iraq had emerged victoriously from an eight- 
year war with Iran. After exhaustive, in-depth discus- 
sions, in which a large number of professors of Indian 
universities, intellectuals, politicians, economists, and 
Indian students and youths participated, it was agreed to 
establish the organizational structure of the forum and to 
outline a plan of action for it. At the time, it was decided 
to establish the forum in July 1991 to commemorate the 
glorious 17-30 July 1968 revolution. 


However, aS soon as the unjust, American- 
NATO-Zionist aggression against Iraq began on the 
night of 16-17 January 1991, the friends who founded 
the forum hastened to move up its founding date to 8 
March 1991, in an effort to restrain the enemies of 
humanity who had launched this perfidious aggression 
against Iraq. 


Goals of International Saddam Thoughts Forum 


1. To disseminate the ideas of Commander Saddam 
Husayn, throughout the world through all means, and 
through direct and indirect contacts, especially the orga- 
nization of seminars, assemblies, and lectures to shed 
light on Saddam Husayn’s personality, achievements, 
and pioneering role as a world leader; 
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2. To focus on, and become familiar with, Saddam 
Husayn’s national and international proposals and to 
benefit from them by applying them in different areas, 
especially in the areas of politics, the military, the 
economy, religion, education, personal development, 
and in the social sphere; 


3. To study, in depth, Saddam Husayn’s ideological 
views, especially by plumbing the ideology of the Arab 
Ba’th Socialist Party and the experience of the | 7-30 July 
1968 revolution; 


4. To present the history of Saddam Husayn’s struggle, in 
view of Saddam Husayn’s status as a leading figure and 
historical leader. This will serve the entire world and 
Third World peoples, especially given that Saddam 
Husayn has useful proposals on many issues of concern 
to developing countries; 


5. To translate Saddam Husayn’s ideas into English and 
Urdu as a first step in informing the Indian people and 
English-speaking peoples about them. 


6. To commission a number of Indian and non-Indian 
professors and intellectuals to prepare studies, research, 
and books dealing with Saddam Husayn’s personality 
and path. 


Forum’s Organizational Structure 
The leadership structure is a council composed of: 


¢ Mr. Mohammed Younus Siddiqui, the forum’s 
chairman; 

e¢ Mr. Anis (Dawrani), the forum’s deputy chairman.; 

e Mr. Nasr-al-Din Shah, the general secretary for affairs 
of the Indian arena. 

¢ Mr. Shakil Shiri, the general secretary for interna- 
tionai affairs. 


The leadership council is a part of the consultative 
council that includes: 


The Indian Students Federation (Delhi University). 

The Women’s Rights Protection Council; 

The Indian-Arab Youth Council; 

The Pan-India Muslim Students and Youth Federa- 

tion; 

¢ The Pan-India Federation of Indian-Arab Associa- 
tions; 

¢ The “Voice of Delhi University Students” Forum; 

¢ A number of professors, intellectuals, and representa- 

tives of different social groups throughout India 

(including representatives of professional and popular 

federations and associations). 


Forum’s Main Objective 


According to the forum’s chairman, the forum’s main 
objective can be summarized in two basic points: 


1. To emphasize that Saddam Husayn is a national and 
international resource who represents the new leadership 
rising against the old, odious, reactionary powers. In this 
context, he is an international, populist leader and the 
savior of mankind from its enemies. 
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2. To defend Saddam Husayn’s ideas and propositions, 
and to expose and refute the unjust, insane campaigns 
being waged by the forces of evil and darkness against 
him as a historical leader. 


Forum's Activities Since Its Founding 


The literature and information available to us indicates 
that the forum has held 25 specialized seminars, meet- 
ings, and press conferences, which have dealt in detail 
with different aspects of Saddam Husayn’s brilliant path. 
The forum has also published four studies in the journal 
SADA AL-’ALIM AL-THALITH [ECHO OF THE 
THIRD WORLD), which deals with Saddam Husayn’s 
role in the fierce mother of battles, why the aggression 
was aimed against him, and Saddam Husayn’s similarity 
to Arab leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. The forum has also 
commissioned a number of Indian and Arab intellectuals 
and professors to prepare studies and research on 
Saddam Husayn, the complete [shumuli] commander. 
They include Prof. ’Ali Ashraf, the former chairman of 
the Islamic University of Milah, Prof. Govind (Srivas- 
tava), the chairman of the Center for Nonaligned 
Studies, Prof. Zubayri, a professor of political science at 
Delhi University, Prof. Rija’i, a professor of economics 
at Jawaharlal Nehru University, and Mr. Bab-al-Din 
Khan, the head of the Third World Studies Center. Iraqis 
commissioned to prepare studies on Saddam Husayn 
include Prof. Dr. Kazim Hashim Ni’mah and Dr. Bashir 
al-’Allag. 


To expose the campaigns of deception, falsehood, and 
slander which American-NATO-Zionist propaganda 
mouthpieces continue to launch against the Iraqi peo- 
ple’s leadership, the forum held a specialized seminar 
last June to shed light on the real objectives of Bush’s 
new international order. The seminar dealt in detail 
with: the background to the Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute; the 
objectives, dimensions, and content of the propaganda 
campaign that preceded the events of 2 August 1991; the 
truth about the 30-state aggression against Iraq; and the 
developments and events that followed this aggression. 
This seminar, which will be followed by another, com- 
plementary seminar in April, attracted the attention of a 
large number of Indians, including intellectuals, profes- 
sors, researchers, and others. The forum’s chairman 
emphasizes that seminars such as these ensure the expo- 
sure of the international conspiracy to which Iraq and 
Saddam Husayn are being subjected. They are a modest 
start on the road to informing and enlightening Indian 
and international public opinion about the true situa- 
tion, the results of the aggression, and the results of the 
implementation of the new international order of Bush 
and international Zionism.“ 


The forum will also address a number of letters and calls 
to the UN secretary general, the chairman of the Security 
Council, and to all humanitarian organizations in the 
world. In these letters and calls, it will advocate lifting 
the economic blockade imposed on Iraq, the continua- 
tion of which is a crime against humanity and a clear 
violation of the UN charter, international law, and all 
international conventions and charters. 
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An Open Invitation 


We salute the position of our Indian friends, as they take 
the initiative to establish this important international 
forum bearing the name of our great leader, Saddam 
Husayn. We invite all professors, intellectuals, journal- 
ists, and writers to participate in supporting this forum 
by contributing to it studies, research, and specialized 
papers on the innovative, humanitarian, political, eco- 
nomic, social, and military aspects of our commander 
and figure, President Saddam Husayn. 


I reiterate that it is our duty and responsibility to inform 
the peoples of the world about our leader, who has 
become a beacon guiding not only us Iraqis, but also 
honorable Arabs and noble non-Arabs, who see in 
Saddam Husayn all of the characteristics of valor, sacri- 
fice, altruism, hravery, justice, fairness, and the defense 
of the oppressed poor of the world, at a time when 
values, principles, and ethics are lacking. 


I confess that I still call for the formation of ai. interna- 
tional institute in the name of Commander Saddam 
Husayn. However, our Indian friends have preceded us 
in establishing such an institute. I reiterate my call to all 
intellectuals, researchers, men of letters, and others to 
contribute to the forum the results of their studies on our 
comman Jer, Saddam Husayn. Please write to the fol- 
lowing address: 


{address in English:] 


Mr. Mohammed Younus Siddiqui, President, Interna- 
tional Saddam Thoughts Forum; 614/37 Zakhir Nagar 
Okhla, New Delhi; 110025 India 


LEBANON 


Factors in Parliamentary Elections Viewed 


Obstacles, Proposals 
924E0370A Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 6 Apr 92 p 8 


[Text] There are three obstacles to the elections, and 
Suggestions or overcoming them: 


The first obstacle is the Zionist enemy’s position on the 
occupied territory. 


The second obstacle is minister Walid Junblatt’s posi- 
tion on the elections. 


The third obstacle is the position taken by Samir Ja’ja’, 
leader of the Lebanese Forces. 


There are three options regarding the first obstacle: 


First, to appoint deputies to represent the occupied 
regions. 


Second, to vote on candidates by placing the ballot boxes 
on the border between the occupied and free territories. 


Third, to hold the elections in the occupied areas under 
U.N. supervision. 


There are also three options in connection with the 
second obstacle: 
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First, to divide the Jabal Lubnan [Mount Lebanon] 
Governorate into two governorates. 


Second, to maintain Jabal Lubnan as a single gover- 
norate, but introduce a new electoral district for one 
electoral session only, that would include al-Shuf, 
“Alayh, and the al-Kharrub region. 


Third, to maintain Jabal Lubnan as a single governorate, 
but assign a special role to the suburb of South Beirut, 
which is part of Jabal Lubnan administratively and 
electorally. Such a role, as previously mentioned in 
AL-SHIRA’, would entail ratifying the voting cards of its 
more than 200,000 residents, thereby providing more 
voters in support of the Junblatt ticket, should it be 
authorized. 


The third obstacle is a two-tier political confrontation— 
either support tickets and nominees in favor of Michel 
*Awn against Samir Ja’ja’, or the [Lebanese] Forces 
would boycott the elections [as published]. That would 
be the Forces’ ultimate option, leaving others in the 
Islamic camp to oppose holding the elections at this 
time. 


Situation in Governorates 


924E0370B Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic date 
13 Apr 92 pp 16-20 


[Article by Zayn Hammud: “What If Elections Were 
Held in July?” 


[Text] Political and party circles are preoccupied nowa- 
days with the general parliamentary elections that have 
sidelined other subjects and issues, despite the shock to 
Beirut financial markets of high U.S. dollar rates and 
despite fear of renewed Israeli intransigence. 


People seem to talk of the elections as if they were 
imminent, even though popular circles of various 
regions, factions, and interests—the electorate to be 
exact—seem to be far removed, for now at least, from the 
environment of elections and the possibility of holding 
them this year. 


The [Ramadan] holidays are over and the elections are 
expected to gain prominence in the information media 
and lead the causes and concerns to be afforded a share 
of attention. Perhaps then, the “fable” would become a 
reality for the Lebanese, and the elections genie would 
emerge from the bottle where it was long-confined 
because of wars and conflicts in the country. 


Political, party, and official circles deal with the elec- 
tions issue as if it were a fait accompli. Even President 
Ilyas al-Hirawi, who conceals his disappointment in the 
current government and vehemently assails the state of 
affairs, especially in the economic sector, openly states 
within earshot of visitors that elections are the way out of 
the current situation. 


Even Husayn al-Husayni, speaker of the Chamber of 
Deputies, asserts that the elections will be held in July 
and emphasizes that they are important to the proper 
implementation of the al-Ta’if Agreement, to which the 
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“Gentleman” is totally committed to implementing. 
Nay, he will even put all his weight behind it and fight 
with his teeth to ensure compliance with it as the 
optimum pragmatic framework for guaranteeing an end 
to the war and restoring legitimate institutions, and for 
ensuring the transition to peace with the minimum 
Lebanese harmony desired. 


American-French Softening 


It was rumored recently that Damascus seeks to hold the 
elections in Lebanon despite French and American rejec- 
tion, or lack of enthusiasm, for holding elections until 
there is a change in Syrian military deployment in 
Lebanon. However, certain political and party sources 
are led to believe, by recent communiques and state- 
ments by certain French and U.S. officials, that there is 
a softening of the Franco-American position on the 
elections, if it is what the ruler and the Lebanese Gov- 
ernment want. 


The move toward elections, according to a government 
source, can be rejected neither by Washington nor by 
Paris, as long as it is wanted and sought by the Lebanese 
State, especially since the elections could bring new 
political life in Lebanon. This source sees a reported 
Statement by U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crocker that the 
elections would be a “joke” to be less of a rejection than 
doubt that they could be held. Such doubts, according to 
the source, will dissipate in face of Lebanese determina- 
tion to hold the elections. 


To the contrary, the same source expects that Wash- 
ington will play a role in swaying the Lebanese Forces— 
which have thus far opposed elections under current 
conditions—to change its position, as it did on the 
dissolution of the militias, on calling in all weapons, and 
on Lebanese army deployment in Kasrawan and Jubayl. 


But this assessment by the government source is dis- 
puted by a well-known party leader, who asserts that 
Washington will not allow parliamentary elections to be 
held under current conditions and will indirectly inter- 
vene to block such elections by giving Israel a free hand, 
even though this would largely depend on Middle East 
developments and on the progress of American efforts to 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


All such possibilities exist, but it is obvious that political 
and party leaders are immersed in the elections and in 
preparations for them. 


A distinguished minister says that all problems, real and 
imagined, that could keep the Lebanese away from the 
polls will be appropriately resolved, one by one, to the 
“surprise of the doubters.” 


As for commissioning the governorates as electoral dis- 
tricts under the new elections law, causing ministers 
Walid Junblatt and Marwan Hamadah to threaten to 
resign from the government unless the Druze were 
positioned in al-Shuf and ‘Alayh by dividing the Jabal 
Lubnan Governorate in two. A solution was sought 
through repeated consultations, and a compromise was 
worked out in a series of discussions and meetings, 
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including a meeting by ministers Nabih Birn and Walid 
Junblatt with Syrian Vice President ‘Abd-al-Halim 
Khaddam. The compromise calls for maintaining Jabal 
Lubnan as an administrative province but divides it into 
two electoral districts, one to comprise al-Shuf and 
"Alayh, and the other Kasrawan, Jubayl, and north and 
south al-Matn. 


The compromise also addressed minister Birri’s objec- 
tion to the elimination of al-Nabatiyah Governorate by 
keeping it and Sayda [Sidon] Governorate [as published, 
presumably districts] separate administratively but 
merging them into a single electoral district. 


And of course, the districts were reaffirmed as parts of 
their governorates. The new electorai law does not elim- 
inate districts, according to Speaker al-Husayni, who 
adds that the solution to be adopted would reconcile the 
districts to their governorates while ensuring that district 
candidates would receive governorate-wide votes, not 
just votes from the district for which they are nominated, 
as was previously the case. This was mentioned by 
AL-SHIRA’ in an article by its editor-in-chief in the issue 
before last. 


In other words, voters under the new elections law will 
be governorate-wide voters, but the candidates will be 
district candidates. 


As to the border zone, three proposals are currently being 
advanced. The first calls for appointing deputies to 
represent the occupied region, as is the case in Jordan. 
The second calls for placing the ballot boxes at interna- 
tional forces’ positions. The third proposal recommends 
that constituents use their registration cards to vote 
Outside the occupied strip, especially since most of the 
area’s inhabitants have willingly or unwillingly emi- 
grated, anyway. 


The first proposal is the most likely. It calls for 
appointing deputies through the elected Chamber of 
Deputies, which would elect deputies to represent the 
occupied region. This would endow the appointees with 
a representative character, since they would be selected 
by the people’s deputies. 


But there has been no determination so far on the criteria 
for nominations to the appointments. One suggestion 
recommends that the door be left open to whoever 
wishes to be nominated, while a second would restrict 
the nominating process to governorate deputies. 


In the southern districts, some of which suffer under 
Israeli occupation, elections and appointments will take 
place concurrently. For instance, if there are to be three 
deputies from al-Sur [Tyre], two would be elected by 
popular vote and the third would be appointed. This is 
based on the percentage of occupied villages in the 
district, which is no more than one-third. 


The expatriates would vote at booths erected at specific 
locations. In the ‘Alayh district, for instance, citizens 
would vote at designated locations in the capital and the 
major cities of the region, Bhamdun, for example. The 
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same could also hold true for the north, south, and other 
regions where large numbers of the inhabitants have 
migrated. 


Diagram of Alliances 


If the elections are scheduled for July, then the current 
Chamber of Deputies should be dissolved three months 
earlier either by decree, or by a bill from the chamber 
itself. It is unlikely that the president of the republic 
would dissolve the chamber in May, or that the char:b5er 
itself would shorten its term of stewardship, which ends 
in 1994, in preparation for the elections. It is to be noted 
that the current chamber would serve its full term if the 
elections could not be held. That will be surely be 
trecognized in any dissolution decree or bill. 


Relevant agencies and departments of the Ministry of 
Interior are busy preparing annulment regulations, 
which should be completed next month, according to 
ministry sources. 


The elections debate in political, party, parliamentary, 
and official circles is “starting to get hot and serious”. 
Quiet contacts and private meetings seek to create alli- 
ances on whose bases the candidates would seek election, 
especially since commissioning the governorates as elec- 
toral districts has opened the door to the formation of 
new political, parliamentary, and party alliances that 
could not have been possible under the old elections law. 


Several factors make it difficult to create unified 
national tickets for Lebanon as a whole, according to one 
party leader whose party has a presence in almost all 
areas, but there is mounting effort to create [such] tickets 
on the governorate level. Each group is evaluating pro- 
spective allies with a view to gaining a larger number of 
voters and consequently, a larger share of parliamentary 
seats. This is a most important indication that Lebanon 
has begun to lean towards creating true parliamentary 
parties and blocs that are not mere formalities, as was the 
case in the past, especially since individual candidates 
have a much smaller chance for success in the governor- 
ates than in the districts. 


Such contacts and meetings, at which lines of disagree- 
ment and alliances are drawn, are expected to go public 
shortly. The disagreements .nvolve the relationships 
within each faction—nay, each sect and region— 
indicating that the approaching struggle could assume a 
national character and bypass the sectarian conflicts that 
divided the country in the recent past into something 
like sectarian enclaves. 


In the al-Shamal Governorate, for instance, a Muslim or 
a Christian candidate needs the votes of constituents of 
all sects and of all seven districts of the governorate. A 
Maronite candidate from Bsharri can no longer be 


elected with only Maronite votes. Likewise, Sunni 
candidate from Tarabulus cannot win with ly the 
votes of his sect. This helps create a new clima_ where 


deputies work for all the sects, and not only ior the 
narrow interests of their sects or electoral districts. 
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At the moment, it 1s difficu't to identity the direction of 
possible alliances and the form they will assume by the 
nme the elections are held. However, unmistakable 
indications are emerging th.at would help define the 
general course of such electoral alliances in the six 
districts, assuming that their number remains 
unchanged. 


Al-Biga’ 


Th> al-Biga’ governorate and electoral district, encom- 
passes two pillars of the “ruling troika.” A political 
source believes that an electoral alliance. or an alliance 
between opponents, 1s inevitable between President Ilyas 
al-Hirawi and Speaker Husayn al-Husayni, even though 
they differ on every little thing. 


Such an electoral alliance will be mandated by several 
factors, the most obvious of which is that both men share 
close ties with sister Syria and both are committed to the 
future of the al-Ta‘if Accord, which would be severely 
undermined if they cannot agree on the elections. They 
also share al-Biqga’-wide interests which mandate that the 
two men merge rather than diverge. 


Such an alliance on the level of the three al-Biga’ districts 
(Ba’lbak, al-Hirmil, Zahlah. and West al- 
Biqa’-Rashayya) will find a complement in the espousal 
of Deputy Eli Joseph Sakkaf—an espousal that can be 
assured by Speaker al-Husayni, in view of the long- 
standing close relationship between their two late 
fathers. 


Speaker al-Husayni will have a pivotal position in such 
an alliance, not only because cf the coalitions that he 1s 
capable of forging, but also because he is far ahead of 
competitors vying for the leadership of al-Biga’ on the 
Shi'ite ticket, who will have six deputies from al-Biga’ in 
the upcoming elections, compared with three Sunni 
deputies and two deputies each from the Orthodox, 
[Greek] Catholics, Maronites, and Druze. 


It is to be pointed out here that, because of his ambitious 
national role in the post-al-Ta if period, Speaker al- 
Husayni is emerging as a national statesman who seeks 
the support of all professionals, rather than merely the 
votes of his own sect. 


Should the al-Husayni/al-Harawi/Sakkaf coalition mate- 
rialize, which is likely, its ticket will be generally assured 
of the [parliamentary] seats from al-Biqa’, especially in 
view of the weight carried by al-’Asha‘ir in the Ba‘lbak/ 
al-Hirmil region, and in particular the significant polit- 
ical and populist presence of Deputy ‘Abd-al-Rahim 
Murad in West al-Biqa’. 


Al-Janub 


The influence of the Amal Movement and Hizballah on 
the elections in al-Biga’ Governorate can not yet be 
determined with any degree of certainty. because it 1s 
doubtful that they have the weight to play a decisive role. 
However, things take on a different light in the al-Janub 
electoral district, where there will be “rubbing of elbows” 
among the “brother enemies” on one hand and with 
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[former] Speaker Kamil al-As’ad, whose party and sup- 
porters are revving up grassroots activity in the hope of 
recapturing the support he used to have, especially since 
there is a lot of talk of a possible anti-militia electoral 
alliance between the former Chamber of Deputies 
speaker and a number of notables from al-Janub fami- 
lies, dubbed “the political board’’, which have long- 
controlled the Jabal "Amil-elected representatives. 


For those reasons, forecasters agree that the electoral 
battle will be most vicious in the south, with the excep- 
tion of Jabal Lubnan Governorate, especially since Min- 
ister Nabih Birri, leader of the Amal movement, will be 
tested for his ability to get the throngs of southerners, 
who used io show up at Amal galas, to go to the polls and 
vote for him and his ticket. 


There is no argument that Birri enjoys great popularity 
that would guarantee him a large percentage of votes in 
al-Janub, but can his candidates win a similar plurality, 
especially if they were movement leaders who were never 
able to build themselves a substantial popular base? 


Will Birm succeed in securing for his movement the 
majority of the 12 Shi'ite seats from al-Janub, or will he 
go outside Amal for notables and former deputies to be 
his ticket’s candidates on the movement’s political plat- 
form? 


Hizballah has not yet decided whether to put forth 
candidates, even though sources close to it say that it has 
decided to participate in the elections. 


Two viewpoints dominate within Hizballah today. The 
first recommends entering candidates in the elections, 
since having representatives in the Chamber of Deputies 
without participating in the executive authority would 
not burden the party with “responsibility for the [actions 
of the] regime.” The other viewpoint opposes the nom- 
ination of candidates, since it would mean thai the party 
is part of the regime. 


The question is: Who will get the votes of the party’s 
followers and supporters if Hizballah offers no candi- 
dates and participates only by going to the polls? Will 
those votes go to the Amal ticket or to others? Sources 
close to the party say that it is not so much interested in 
who gets elected, as it is in bringing in a new Chamber of 
Deputies that would support the resistance against Israel 
and ensure its continuity. 


If Amal allies with Hizballah and other parties such as 
the Syrian National Socialist Party and the al-Ba’th 
Party organization, will that guarantee the ouster of 
Speaker al-As’ad and the rest of his clique, especially 
since he is an experienced campaign veteran with ardent 
supporters in every southern village and town? 


There are also other questions on the extent to which the 
districts of Sayda and Jazin will affect the outcome of the 
elections if the two strong tickets of al-As’ad and Birri 
lock horns in al-Janub. 
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Since al-Janub is allotted 19 deputies—12 Shi'ites, two 
Maronites, two Orthodox, two Sunnis, and one Catho- 
lic—it is apparent that Shi'ite voters will have consider- 
able weight in determining who wins from other factions. 


Jabal Lubnan 


The picture is less clear in the governorate of Jabal 
Lubnan, which has been divided into two districts. The 
first includes the districts of al-Shuf and ‘Alayh, and the 
second encompasses the districts of Ba’bda, al-Matn, 
Kasrawan, and Jubayl. A Druze electoral battle is 
expected in the first district and a Maronite battle is 
forecast for the second. 


In the second district, former army commander Gen. 
Michel ’Awn, known for his popularity with the Chris- 
tian grassroots, has taken no position on participating in 
the elcctions. 


*Awn has asked one of his number, whose candidacy is 
expected, to wait until "Awn has made a decision on 
participation. 


Will he take part? If he does, with whom will he ally? 
Will he ally with the Lebanese Forces even though he had 
refused to meet with their leader Samir Ja’ja’ despite 
French intercession? 


There are reports that “Awn has asked his supporters not 
to meet with Lebanese Forces representatives who had 
requested the meeting to coordinate on the elections. He 
also asked them to be patient and wait. It is noted that 
since the elections were one of his original demands, and 
since the French are currently leaning in favor of the 
elections, his supporters expect him to offer a slate of 
candidates. 


Contacts have actually begun between “Awn supporters 
and former members of the “National Bloc’’ whose 
leader, according to a parliamentary source, will substan- 
tially influence the 1992 elections. Those contacts also 
involved the Syrian National Socialist Party and the 
al-Wa'd Party in order to form an alliance that would 
compete in the elections against the Lebanese Forces. It 
is noted that they have also approached the Free Nation- 
alists Party to enlist its membership in the alliance. 


The heated battle between Phalangist leader George 
Sa’adah and the Lebanese Forces over the leadership of 
the party will be reflected in the parliamentary elections 
when the Phalangist party will have to ally with the 
opponents of Ja’ja’ who will, in turn, find himself 
compelled to ally with former president Amin al- 
Jumayyil. 


All kinds of equations are possible in that district, and 
*Awn’s decision will be the cornerstone of any formation 
organized in the context of the elections. It is to be 
pointed out that historic leaders do not seem to have 
much of a chance, because there are no governorate-wide 
organizations. They are, at best, district-oriented and the 
new elections law further whittled away at their influence 
and weight. 
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The Maronites will be pivotal in that district, with 12 of 
its 18 deputies. The others will be three Shi'ites, one 
Orthodox, one Armenian Orthodox, and one Druze. 


The al-Shuf/’Alayh electoral district is allotted 14 depu- 
ties, of which five are to be Druze, five Maronite, two 
Sunni, one [Greek] Catholic, and one Orthodox. There is 
a lot of discussion on the likelihood of a Junblatt/Arslan 
coalition that would have the final determination of the 
elections outcome, especially since infighting continues 
in the Arslan family between the sons of the late Majid 
Arslan. 


Al-Shamal 


An alliance between the Franjiyah and Karami families 
has become public knowledge in al-Shamal Governorate, 
indicating that it will clearly influence the outcome of 
the elections, especially if it manages a rapprochement 
with influential families in "Akkar and with leading 
parties in al-Kurah region, such as the Syrian National 
Socialist Party, in addition to an alliance in al-Batrun 
with Phalangist leader George Sa’adah. 


All those forces will be bound together by their ingrained 
enmity to the Lebanese Forces and their leader Samir 
Ja’ja’ al-Bsharrawi. It will be a make-or-break battle and 
it does not seem that “the ruler” [al-hakim] will be able 
to resolve it, even partially. Such a governorate-wide 
alliance in al-Shamal will clip the wings of other forces, 
no matter how influential they might be in any specific 
region. 


For that reason, the Islamic groups, and especially the 
Islamic Unification Movement, will not be able to pen- 
etrate that alliance or shrug it off. 


It is also to be noted that of all the governorates, 
al-Shamal has the majority of deputies, with nine Sunnis, 
eight Maronites, four Orthodox, and two ’Alawites, 
indicating equilibrium between Muslim and Christian 
factions in the governorate. 


Beirut 
The battle will take on a different character in Beirut, 
since it is the heart of Lebanon and its vital pulse. 


It is likely that a prominent role in the upcoming 
elections will go to al-Maqasid Association and its pres- 
ident Tammam Sallam, especially if the close and pro- 
found relationship between former presidents Sa’ib 
Salam and Salim al-Huss culminates in an electoral 
alliance that would change many of the old equations. It 
is to be noted that both former presidents are highly 
regarded by all elements of the electorate in Beirut. 


The three Beirut electorate districts were merged into 
one district under the new elections law, but the largest 
“bloc” belongs to the Sunnis with six deputies, followed 
by the Armenian “bloc” with five deputies (three Arme- 
nian Orthodox and two Armenian Catholics). Addition- 
ally, there are to be two Orthodox deputies, one Maro- 
nite, one Catholic, one Shi’ite, and one representative 
from the minorities. 
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The Beirut municipal elections, scheduled for next May, 
are expected to set the tone for the parliamentary elec- 
tions. 


Contacts among the various forces within the Beirut 
electoral district have been slower than in other districts, 
but these forces do not discount the possibility of here- 
tofore-unknown alliances. In a departure from former 
elections, observers expect Sunni fundamentalists to 
play a role this time, led by two organizations—the 
Islamic Charitable Society under Shaykh "Abdallah 
Habashi and his deputy Shaykh Nizar al-Halabi; and the 
al-Fatwa Society, led by Shaykh Rajab. The two soci- 
eties, particularly the former, run a large number of 
Beirut mosques frequented by large throngs of worship- 
pers. 


Other less influential movements include the Islamic 
Group, the ‘Abbad-al-Rahman group, the Liberation 
Party, and the Sufi Feminist Movement led by Miss 
Sahar al-Halabi. 


This brief account can not go in detail into the multitude 
of possibilities in each electoral district, and the above is 
merely a review of the general lines along which the 
elections, if held, will proceed. More significant than the 
details involved are the elections themselves, and the 
potential for holding them in accordance with the con- 
cepts prevailing today. 


Will the elections be actually held? 


Increase in Deputies 


924E0370C Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 13 Apr 92 
p17 


[Article: “128 Deputies”’] 


[Text] Confirming a report in the last issue of AL- 
SHIRA’, there is a strong tendency, according to a 
parliamentary source, to increase the number of [parlia- 
mentary] deputies by 20, to 128. The seats will be 
divided fifty-fifty between Muslims and Christians. The 
Sunnis would get five additional seats (two in al-Janub, 
one in Ba’lbak, one in West al-Biqa’, and one in Beirut) 
and the Shiites would likewise get five seats (two in 
al-Janub, one in Ba’lbak, one in West al-Biqa’, and one 
in Beirut). 


The Maronites would get four seats—one in ’Akkar, the 
second in Zahlah, the third in al-Janub, and the fourth in 
Kasrawan. The Orthodox would get three additional 
seats—one in al-Kurah, the second in ’Alayh, and the 
third in Beirut. Two additional seats would go to the 
[Greek] Catholics in Zahlah and al-Matn, and another to 
the Armenians in Zahlah. 


Lebanese Forces Prospects 
924E0370D Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 13 Apr 92 
p17 


[Text] A party leader proudly asserted that the [Leba- 
nese] Forces will meet with defeat in Jabal Lubnan, as 
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indicated by recent Manufacturers’ Association elec- 
tions. The ticket supported by the Lebanese Forces, 
headed by Dr. Fu’ad Abi-Salih, lost the elections to the 
opposing ticket headed by Jacques Sarraf, who is known 
for his hostility to the forces. 


Role of Clerics 


92AE0370E Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 13 Apr 92 
pls 


[Text] A sidebar of the elections is a discussion of the 
role of clerics of all faiths, particularly the Maronites and 
Shi'ites, who played prominent roles during the war. 


What role, for instance, will Patriarch Safir play? What 
role will the monks play in supporting this ticket or that? 
What will be the role of [Islamic] scholar Muhammad 
Husayn Fadlallah? Would scholar Shaykh Muhammad 
Mahdi Shams-al-Din be able to emulate Imam Musa 
al-Sadr, who secured an election victory for deputy Rafiq 
Shahin against former Speaker Kamil al-As’ad’s candi- 
date from al-Nabatiyah District in auxiliary elections 
following the death of deputy Fahmi Shahin prior to the 
outbreak of the war in 1975? 


Role of Money 


92AE0370F Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 13 Apr 92 
p 18 


[Text] There is near consensus by observers that the role 
of money in the upcoming elections will be so changed 
that outlays will be substantial, especially for advertising 
and information, thanks to high-tech media and the 
potential for using television, now that private broad- 
casting stations have proliferated. 


Candidates will have to pay leaders large sums of money 
in order to be included on strong tickets, especially since 
campaigns to assure victory for one candidate or another 
will have to be governorate-wide, rather than at the 
district level. 


It remains to be seen whether some [candidates] will buy 
the votes offered for sale in the manner of previous 
elections. 


Confessional Distribution 


92AE0370G Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 13 Apr 92 
p19 


[Article: ““The Confessional Distribution of Deputies by 
Governorate and District”’] 


[Text] Should the number of parliamentary seats in the 
next elections remain at its present 108, the confessional 
distribution by governorate will be as follows: 


1. Beirut, 17 deputies to be distributed among three 
districts as follows: First District to elect eight deputies: 
three Armenian Orthodox, two Armenian Catholic, one 
Orthodox, one Catholic, and one Maronite. Second 
District is to have three deputies: one each from the 
Sunnis, Shi'ites, and the minorities. 
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Third District is allotted six deputies—five Sunnis and 
one Orthodox. 


2. Al-Shamal: 23 deputies from the following seven 
districts: Tarabulus, five Sunni deputies, one Orthodox, 
and one ’Alawite; Tarabulus District, two Sunnis; ’Akkar 
District, two Sunnis, one Maronite, one Orthodox, and 
one ‘Alawite; Zagharta, three Maronite deputies; 
Bsharri, two Maronite deputies; al-Batrun, two Maronite 
deputies; and al-Kurah, two Orthodox deputies. 


3. Al-Biqa’: 17 deputies from three districts: Ba’lbak/ 
al-Hirmil, five Shi'ites, one Sunni, one Maronite, and 
one Catholic; West al-Bigqa’, one Sunni, one Druze, and 
one Orthodox; Zahlah, one Maronite, one Catholic, one 
Orthodox, one Shi'ite, and one Sunni. 


4. Al-Janub: 19 deputies from the following seven dis- 
tricts: Sidon, one Sunni; Sayda [Sidon] District, two 
Shi'ites and one Catholic; al-Nabatiyah, three Shi'ites; 
Jazin, two Maronites, one Catholic; Sur [Tyre], three 
Shi'ites; Bint-Jubayl, two Shi'ites; Marj *Uyun- 
Hasbayyah, two Shi'ites, one Sunni, and one Orthodox. 


5. Jabal Lubnan, First District, is allotted 14 deputies 
from the districts of al-Shuf, two Druze, three Maronites, 
two Sunnis, and one Catholic; and ’Alayh, three Druze, 
two Maronites, and one Orthodox. 


6. Jabal Lubnan, Second District, gets 18 deputies from 
the four districts of Ba’abda, three Maronites, two Shi- 
*ites, and one Druze; Jubayl, two Maronites and one 
Shi'ite; Kasrawan, four Maronites; and al-Matn, three 
Maronites, one Orthodox, and one Armenian Orthodox. 


Security Issues, Syrian Presence Discussed 
92AE0349A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 12 Apr 92 
ps 


[Article by Emile Khuri: “Apropos of Talk About Immi- 
nent Syrian Troop Withdrawal: How Ready Are Indige- 
nous Security Forces?’’] 


[Text] On 15 October 1976, a communique was issued in 
Riyadh calling for a 6-member summit to be held in the 
Saudi capital from 16 to 18 October to discuss the 
deteriorating situation in Lebanon. The summit was held 
with the attendance of President Anwar al-Sadat, Hafiz 
al-Asad, Ilyas Sarkis, Shaykh Sabah al-Salim al-Sabah, 
and King Khalid Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz to discuss ways to 
resolve the Lebanese crisis in order to put a stop to the 
hemorrhage in Lebanon. 


In the days preceding the Riyadh summit, President 
Ilyas Sarkis was engrossed in a series of meetings with a 
number of leaders to solicit their views on steps to stop 
the fighting in Lebanon. He listened to those who rec- 
ommended that an Arab force, created for this purpose, 
be composed of an equal number of troops from the 
participating countries, so that no country in Lebanon 
would have the upper hand over another. 


An Arab summit was held in Cairo on 25 October to 
ratify the Riyadh mini-summit resolutions, to give them 
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an Arab consensus, and to put into effect the decision to 
create and fund the “Arab deterrent forces.”’ 


‘rhe summit debates pulled in different directions the 
issue of forming the Arab deterrent forces. While Presi- 
dent al-Asad expressed Syria’s willingness not to partic- 
ipate in the proposed force if the rest of the Arab 
countries provide the required number, namely 30,000 
troops, or to provide the entire number if the other 
countries refrained from participating. Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Sa’dun Hammadi objected in principle to 
Syrian military presence in Lebanon. As for Yasir ’Ara- 
fat, he tried to secure a blend of forces that would keep 
Syrian participation to a bare minimum, and called on 
President Anwar al-Sadat to take part in these forces. 
Al-Sadat turned him down on the pretext that Egypt 
could not do without any part of its army under these 
circumstances, because of its confrontation front with 
Israel along the length of the Suez Canal. 


The summit conference ended with a communique and 
resolutions to adopt the Riyadh summit decisions and 
with an appeal to Arab countries to contribute, each 
according to its capabilities, to Lebanon’s rebuilding. 
The summit left the matter of forming Arab deterrent 
forces up to Lebanon and the Arab League, on the 
condition that they be placed under the personal com- 
mand of the Lebanese president. 


The Riyadh and Cairo summit resolutions were met with 
a measure of Palestinian satisfaction, but with some 
reservations at the “national movement” level, stem- 
ming from the fear that Syria might unilaterally domi- 
nate the Arab deterrent forces, and with a certain 
amount of opposition by the Lebanese Front, which 
could not accept the deployment of Arab troops in its 
areas. The issuance of the resolutions was coupled with a 
dreadful deterioration in Beirut, when indiscriminate 
shelling was intensified between its two parts until the 
Arab deterrent forces went into a number of Lebanese 
areas after clashing with armed elements from various 
organizations. 


The Arab deterrent forces had 30,000 soldiers, 25,000 of 
whom were Syrians, and the rest from Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Kuwait, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. 


These forces were charged with the task of enforcing 
compliance with the ceasefire, with putting a stop to the 
fighting, with disengaging the warring forces and viola- 
tors, with maintaining domestic law and order, with 
overseeing the withdrawal of armed elements to their 
pre-13 April 1976 positions, with the elimination of 
armed groups, with overseeing the collection of heavy 
weapons, with helping the Lebanese authorities to take 
over public utilities and institutions, and with protecting 
general military and civilian installations within 90 days. 


Raymond Iddih had asked President Ilyas Sarkis about 
how long the Arab deterrent forces were going to remain 
in Lebanon and about the likelihood of the Lebanese 
Army regaining its readiness and assuming responsibili- 
ties for law and order. The president replied that the 
deterrent forces were scheduled to stay six months, 
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subject to renewal, and that he did not believe he would 
need them for more than a year, adding that these forces 
were placed at his disposal and that he had the right to 
ask them to wrap up their mission as soon as the army 
was back to full readiness. Furthermore, this would give 
the army enough time to regain its unity and strength, 
and to assume law and order functions. 


President Sarkis’ administration came to an end and so 
did President Sulayman Franjiyah’s regime, and that of 
President Amin al-Jumayyil after him. Right now, Pres- 
ident Ilyas al-Hirawi is in power, but discussions are still 
centered around the army’s readiness, about maintaining 
law and order, and about instituting government control 
throughout the country without the support of any 
surrogate force. 


The question raised to this day is: ‘‘Why did the Arab 
deterrent forces, which later became purely Syrian 
forces, fail to carry out the tasks assigned to them and to 
implement the resolutions passed by several Arab con- 
ferences and international resolutions? Why did the 
strong and capable Lebanese Government fail, during 16 
years of repeated attempts, to extend its authority over 
its entire territory using its own forces? 


The fact is that the Lebanese authorities tried more than 
once to manage without the Arab deterrent forces, and 
later without the Syrian forces, by using their own forces 
to maintain law and order, but to no avail. Owing to 
objective political and security conditions, they needed 
the continued backing of these forces, because security 
conditions were unstable amid the presence of armed 
elements of various identities and nationalities. Every 
security plan aimed at deploying the army to replace the 
armed elements and put a stop to the confrontation 
among them has been doomed to failure, and no political 
agreement on the constants and postulates has been 
reached as a gateway to a security accord that would 
have allowed the authorities to rely on their own forces 
and do without surrogate security forces. 


During the 100-day war in the summer of 1978, the one 
that broke out between the Arab deterrent forces and 
armed organizations in East Beirut, a heated debate 
occurred concerning the military force that ought to 
replace the Arab forces if they withdrew from certain 
posts within East Beirut. Some people felt that the 
Lebanese Army should occupy positions vacated by the 
Arab forces, while others believed the army should not 
get involved in delicate security functions before basic 
steps to rebuild and reorganize it were completed. Some 
raised the idea of forming a Lebanese Army unit within 
the framework of the Arab deterrent forces as a legiti- 
mate force operating on Lebanese soil under the com- 
mand of a Lebanese officer and the authority of the 
president, for the existence of such a Lebanese military 
unit within the Arab deterrent forces and under Leba- 
nese command was apt to lend a vital measure of 
flexibility to these forces’ ability to deploy in, and to 
move around, the areas without running into barriers of 
sensitivities and reservations, thereby allowing the Leb- 
anese forces within the Arab deterrent forces to replace 
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Syrian forces withdrawing from positions in Ashrafiyah 
that were turned over to internal security, only to soon 
fall into the hands of army party organizations. 


In June 1978, the cabinet approved a security plan 
encompassing the coastline extending from Judaydah in 
northern Beirut, to al-Madfun Bridge, making it impos- 
sible for the army to control the area from a security 
point of view, hence its presence became almost non- 
existent in the area, leaving the field open to party 
militias. 

People in power disagreed over the army’s armament 
when the matter of overhauling the Mirage aircraft was 
discussed. Prime Minister al-Huss objected to fruitless 
expenditures on these aircraft because the army’s mis- 
sion in the foreseeable future, as he saw it, was predom- 
inated by law and other responsibilities, and jet aircraft 
would not play a role in internal security functions. 
Consequently, Lebanon would be unable to defend the 
Mirage aircraft if Israel decided to destroy them, espe- 
cially since a modern, sophisticated air defense system 
would be too much for Lebanon to handle alone, and had 
to be part of a joint Arab plan with direct Arab backing. 


Others proposed instituting a ground missile defense 
system, and equipping the army and enhancing its capa- 
bilities to maintain law and order. The army command, 
however, did not respond to this proposal, and arma- 
ment remained a subject of disagreement which left the 
army in need of Syrian forces to help maintain law and 
order. 


On 15 October 1978, a conference of foreign ministers of 
countries involved in the Arab deterrent forces was 
convened in Bayt-al-Din to discuss the worsening secu- 
rity conditions in Lebanon and to help Lebanon get out 
of its ordeal. 


Upon its conclusion, the conference issued a commu- 
nique affirming: Lebanon’s unity, independence, sover- 
eignty, and territorial integrity; government authority 
over all Lebanese territory; putting an end to all mani- 
festations and obstacles blocking the establishment of a 
strong central authority; putting an end to armed mani- 
festations, the collection of arms, the halting of media 
campaigns, and the enforcement of the press law; the 
barring of all illegal visual, printed, and audio media; the 
drawing up of a timetable for building the army on 
national and equal bases that would enable it to fulfill its 
role of achieving national security and assuming the 
tasks performed by the Arab deterrent forces on Leba- 
nese soil; efforts to realize national conciliation among 
the conflicting Lebanese factions and sides to secure the 
country’s unity; and the formation of a monitoring 
committee composed of a representative from each of 
Saudi Arabia and Syria, to be placed at the president’s 
disposal. 


In an effort to implement part of the security arrange- 
ments agreed upon in the conference, Syrian forces were 
replaced by Sudanese forces on bridges and by Saudi 
forces in the Ashrafiyah Riziq Tower. Some positions in 
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"Ayn al-Rummanah/Furn al-Shubbak were shifted to 
give the Lebanese Army and internal security a limited 
role to play. 


Some National Movement circles, however, expressed 
reservations about assigning new law and order func- 
tions to the army. 


Law and order incidents, which were occurring on an 
almost daily basis, and fierce clashes, centered on certain 
axes to the exclusion of others, particularly in East Beirut 
districts—an ominous sign of a major flare- 
up—compelled Christian leaders to demand the with- 
drawal of Syrian troops from Lebanon. The first 
response was contained in an interview given by Presi- 
dent al-Asad to German television, in which he stated his 
army’s willingness to pull out if the Lebanese Govern- 
ment requested that. 


Feverish opposition to the renewal of the Arab deterrent 
forces term was intensified, particularly in Lebanese 
Front circles, while the Lebanese government responded 
by asking these forces to stay, because Lebanon could not 
do without them. 


Christian leagues and the Permanent Conference of 
Lebanese Christian Religious Orders, backed by the 
Lebanese Front, called for a “strike to underscore the 
Lebanese desire for the immediate withdrawal of Syrian 
forces from all areas that reject their presence.” Presi- 
dent Sarkis, after being assured of Shaykh Pierre al- 
Jumayyil’s positive stance, resolved the situation by 
announcing “Lebanon’s continued need for the Arab 
deterrent forces, whose continued presence is a necessity 
dictated by the nation’s safety and the country’s security. 
The moment we are able to take care of our security 
needs and sufficiently rebuild the Lebanese Army in the 
near future, I affirm and guarantee the return of the Arab 
forces to their countries, with our thanks.” 


Meanwhile, Sudan informed the Lebanese Government 
of its intention to withdraw its two military battalions 
from the Arab deterrent forces. This was followed, at 
different times, by the withdrawal of the other Arab 
forces who were part of the deterrent force, and only the 
Syrian force was left. 


The decision to renew the term of the Arab deterrent 
forces was inevitable, as long as the army was ill- 
prepared to fill the vacuum and as long as the internal 
security forces were inadequate, because the withdrawal 
of the deterrent forces would lead to the resumption of 
fighting between the two parts of the capital. 


American President Jimmy Carter announced in a press 
conference that ‘President Sarkis must preserve the 
cohesion of the fragile conciliation between Muslims and 
Christians with the help of the Syrian forces who went 
into the country to maintain law and order.” 


President Ilyas Sarkis did not want to leave office 
without drawing up a timetable for the army’s rehabili- 
tation, coupled with a military plan for its deployment 
and a political program for the settlement of the Leba- 
nese crisis that he, along with then prime minister Shafiq 
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al-Wazzan, submitted to the July 1981 Bayt-al-Din con- 
ference, which was attended by Minister ’Abd-al-Halim 
Khaddam as Syria’s representative. The timetable for 
the deployment of the Lebanese Army in place of the 
Arab deterrent forces set a period of no more than six 
months for accomplishing this task gradually, because 
this plan did not meet with the approval of Syria’s 
representative to the Bayt-al-Din conference, Mr. ’Abd- 
al-Halim Khaddam. 


In June 1982, Israeli forces invaded Lebanon and went 
as far as the capital, which they besieged. Following the 
cease-fire agreement, the besieged Syrian forces with- 
drew in September from West Beirut to al-Biqa’. 


The September 1982 Fez summit conference took note 
of the Lebanese authorities’ decision to seek the with- 
drawal of non-Lebanese armed forces from Lebanon, to 
announce the termination of the Arab deterrent force's 
mission, to support measures the Lebanese Government 
adopted to put this into effect, and to provide all possible 
assistance to the Lebanese authorities to exercise their 
sovereignty over all Lebanese territory, without excep- 
tion, through the Lebanese Army and Lebanese internal 
security forces. 


The conference recommended that the Syrian and Leb- 
anese governments meet to consider pragmatic measures 
for Syrian troop withdrawal in light of the Israeli troop 
withdrawal. 


In September 1983, President Amin al-Jumayyil sent a 
message to President Hafiz al-Asad, informing him that 
the Lebanese Government had sent a letter to the Arab 
League secretary general affirming its decision and its 
demand for the evacuation of the Israeli army and the 
withdrawal of all non-Lebanese forces from Lebanon. 
The UN Security Council, in the wake of the assassina- 
tion of president-elect Bashir al-Jumayyil, had taken 
note of Lebanon’s determination to secure the with- 
drawal of all non-Lebanese forces from its territory in 
accordance with Resolution 520 that it issued on 17 
September 1982. 


In the meantime, President Amin al-Jumayyil sent a 
similar message to Mr. Yasir Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Libeeration Organization’s Executive Com- 
mittee, requesting the withdrawal of his forces from 
Lebanon. 


The Lebanese Government did not expect an answer to 
these two messages, so it adopted a decision to terminate 
the services of the Arab deterrent forces, and notified the 
Arab League and the UN of this decision. The Syrian 
forces, however, remained entrenched in their position 
in al-Biqa’. 

Under these difficult circumstances, it became clear to 
President al-Jumayyil that Syria did not want to with- 
draw its army from Lebanon, and that Israel did not 
intend to implement the 17 May agreement unless 
Syrian forces withdrew from Lebanon. 


Negotiations held on 8 November 1984 in al-Naqurah 
between Lebanese and Israeli representatives, under the 
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auspices of a UN forces representative, did not lead to an 
agreement for drawing up a plan for Israeli withdrawal 
because, throughout these negotiations, the Lebanese 
side maintained its insistence on the unconditional with- 
drawal of Israeli troops, on affirming its sovereignty over 
its territory, and on the need to deploy the Lebanese 
Army in these territories, while the Israeli side stuck to 
its rejection of the truce agreement, linking its army’s 
evacuation from Lebanon to the signing of an agreement 
on security arrangements that would guarantee secure 
borders for Israel. Negotiations, which were tantamount 
to a dialogue of the deaf, came to a halt after 14 sessions. 


In February 1987, Syrian forces went back into West 
Beirut, which they had earlier evacuated, to put a stop to 
clashes between armed organizations there. 


A communique issued in the aftermath by the General 
Directorate of the Office of the President of the Republic 
said that “the president, while he appreciates the 
pressing human and tragic circumstances that prompted 
some leading officials to turn directly to Syria for help, 
cannot but point out that this unilateral action is uncon- 
stitutional, intensifies disunion, and contributes to the 
fragmentation of legitimate decisions.” 


During the Michel ’Awn government, there was a 
repeated demand for the withdrawal of Syrian forces 
from Lebanon on the basis of the messages sent by 
President Amin al-Jumayyil and the resolutions of the 
Fez Summit Conference and the UN Security Council. 


Failure to respond to this demand resulted in the out- 
break of the war, dubbed the “war of liberation,” 
between the Lebanese Army and the Syrian forces in 
Lebanon, which led eventually to the al-Ta’if meetings 
and the agreement to draw up a “national conciliation 
document,” which contained the following provisions: 


“‘Whereas the aim of the Lebanese Government is to 
spread its authority throughout the country through its 
own forces, represented first and foremost by the 
internal security forces, and given the fraternal relations 
binding Syria to Lebanon, the Syrian forces, aided by 
legitimate Lebanese forces, shall kindly institute the 
Lebanese Government’s authority within a determined 
period of time not to exceed two years, beginning with 
the ratification of the national conciliation document, 
the election of the president, the formation of a national 
conciliation government, and the constitutional 
approval of political reform. At the end of this period, 
the two governments, the Syrian Government and the 
national conciliation government, shall re-station Syrian 
forces in the al-Biqa’ district and the north al-Biga’ 
entrance to Dahr al-Baydar, up to the Hammanah al- 
Mudayrij/Ayn Darah line, and, if necessary, at other 
points determined by the joint Lebanese-Syrian military 
commission. Furthermore, the two governments shall 
reach an agreement defining the size of the Syrian forces 
and the duration of their stay in the aforementioned 
areas, and outlining the relationship these forces shall 
have with Lebanese Government authorities in their 
areas of concentration.” 





16 NEAR EAST 


As soon as the date for implementing this provision drew 
near, a disagreement over its interpretation cropped up 
among those in power, as well as among leaders. Some 
said the 2-year period would not end on 22 September 
1992 because the desired political reforms would not 
have been completed by then, such as the elimination of 
political sectarianism, the amendment of the electoral 
law, and administrative decentralization. Others said 
that the army would not be totally ready, after this date, 
to take over law and order functions if Syrian forces 
pulled out, and that the Lebanese Government was still 
in need of these forces. Still others said that Syrian forces 
should not withdraw unless Israeli forces pulled out first. 


Discussions of this matter moved abroad. The United 
States and France, through their senior officials, 
demanded the withdrawal of all non-Lebanese forces in 
Lebanon—including Syrian forces—to al-Biqa’, starting 
next September. 


President al-Asad replied, saying: ‘““We abide by the 
al-Ta’if Agreement and by the Lebanese Government's 
wishes. On several occasions in the past, we intended to 
pull out of Beirut, and we did so at different times, but 
were compelled to return because the Lebanese people 
needed our help. The al-Ta’if Agreement and Lebanon's 
needs dictated to us when to pull out, from where to 
withdraw, and where to pull out to.” 


Syrian Vice-President ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam said: 
“We fully and strictly abide by the al-Ta’if Agreement, 
which has turned into a Lebanese national charter. 
Those who are talking about this agreement from afar 
have not read it and have failed to understand post- 
al-Ta'if developments.” He added: “Our deployment or 
non-deployment is linked first to the al-Ta’if Agreement 
provisions, and second to the Lebanese Government’s 
decisions. Those calling for our rapid deployment must 
support the Lebanese Government to enable it to regain 
its powers, and must scrutinize the al-Ta’if Agreement to 
determine what is mght and what is wrong.” 


Hence, it is clear that the Lebanese leaders agreed in 
al-Ta’if on the provisions, but now disagree on their 
interpretation. If 16 years is not enough to set up a strong 
and capable government, and to restore the army’s 
readiness so that it may impose the government’s 
authority throughout the country, how many more years 
are needed to accomplish that, and in accordance with 
what agreement and what charter? 


Minister Details Defense, Security Situation 
924E03464A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 22 Apr 92 
p2 

[Text] Beirut—AL-HAYAH obtained yesterday the text 
of a report delivered to the cabinet by Defense Minister 
Michel al-Murr on the Lebanese Army’s situation, the 
missions that it has carried out, its anticipated needs, 
and the security and military situation. The report is 
contained in seven foolscap pages. 


The report’s introduction states that the al-Ta’if Agree- 
ment and the steps which followed it “opened the door to 
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extending the state's authority to all Lebanese territory. 
The report explains the tasks assigned to the Defense 
Ministry and Army Command. It contains three sec- 
tions: |) the reconstruction of the army and the army’s 
achievements; 2) the current security and military situ- 
ation in the army’s deployment area; and 3) what the 
army needs to achieve readiness, complete its deploy- 
ment, and carry out future missions. 


The first section (Reconstruction of the Army and the 
Army’s Accomplishments) is divided into three parts: 


A. Reunification of the Army and Loyalty to the Military 
Establishment. This includes: 


¢ The Army Command's adherence, with full coopera- 
tion, to the principle of the military establishment's 
submission to the political authority's decisions 

¢ The transition from brigades having a sectarian, con- 
fessional, or regional character to brigades having a 
general, national character through a gradual amal- 
gamation process; 

¢ The consolidation of the principle of full loyalty solely 
to the legitimate military establishment and its com- 
mand; 

e The use of formations composed of officers, ranks, 
and personnel from different units, areas, etc. to 
ensure a national melting pot, unification, and the 
military establishment’s internal cohesion; 

e The employment of the principle of operational 
deployment to dissolve the close connection that 
exists between several brigades and their geographical 
areas; 

e The reactivation of the army’s organizational base, 
including its staff, agencies, and administrations. 


B. The replenishment of personnel and equipment. Close 
to 7,000 soldiers have been absorbed, conscripted, and 
trained. Numerical readiness has increased from almost 
35 percent to more than 50 percent. The rate of equip- 
ping increased from 15-25 percent to close to 35 percent, 
despite the modest financial capabilities at the National 
Defense Ministry's disposal. Military aid provided by 
Syria, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, and Egypt had a 
major effect in increasing the readiness rate. Readiness 
was also increased by the Defense Ministry's supply of 
uniforms, shoes, and signaling and communications 
means; repair of repairable material; reconstruction of 
several barracks and military headquarters, or parts of 
them; and fairness in distributing weapons, material, 
and ammunition to different units to ensure an approx- 
imately uniform readiness rate. 


C. The extension of the state’s authority. The National 
Defense Ministry has been implementing cabinet reso- 
lutions stipulating the gradual extension of legal 
authority to all Lebanese territories, the disbanding of 
the militias, and the collection of heavy and medium 
weapons as follows: 


e Deployment in greater Beirut; 
¢ Raiding arms depots; 
e Removing barriers; 
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¢ Abolishing fraternities *{khawat]; 

¢ Prohibiting an armed appearance; 

¢ The army’s deployment in the liberated part of 
western al-Biqa’ and the liberated part of southern 
Lebanon, south of the *Siniq River; 

¢ Reactivating (using the modest means available) the 
naval operations room to prevent maritime smug- 
gling; 

¢ Collecting heavy and medium weapons and ammuni- 
tion in Beirut, Jabal Lubnan, and part of the north; 

¢ Deploying in the areas of Zagharta, al-Batrun, al- 
Kurah, Jubayl, Kasrawan, north and south al-Matn, 
al-Shuf, and ’Alayh; 

¢ Deploying in Sidon [Sayda], east of Sidon [Sayda], 
and in the Tyre [Sur] operations area; 

¢ Limited military operations undertaken out of neces- 
sity in the environs of Sidon to implement the cabi- 
net’s resolution; 

¢ Raids in areas where the army is deployed; 

¢ Confiscating heavy weapons and ammunition which 
were not previously surrendered; 

¢« Completion of collecting heavy weapons as informa- 
tion on them becomes available; 

¢ Starting the implementation of the cabinet’s resolu- 
tion to close most gambling, bingo, etc. clubs in 
anticipation of the closure of the remaining clubs; 

¢ Starting implementation of the cabinet’s resolution to 
task the army with controlling land, air, and maritime 
borders and crossings, regulate them to prevent smug- 
gling, and assist customs through the deployment of 
army detachments at the airport, ports, and border 
points, and through the activation of the naval oper- 
ations room; 

¢ Deploying in a part of the UN Emergency Force’s 
area in the town of Tayr Dibba and neighboring 
villages after that force’s agreement; 

¢ Army participation in all aid and rescue missions in 
different areas, villages, and roads affected by the 
snowstorm; 

¢ Reconcentrating and deploying in the south in light of 
recent events and developments. 


The army is carrying out the tasks ordered by the Senior 
Defense Council. 


1. Current Military Situation 


The recent amalgamation process has entailed transfers 
of almost 7,000 troops and personnel between different 
units and areas. Only 30 desertions were reported during 
this exceptionally successful process. 


The army’s brigades are concentrated in the area 
between the district of Tyre [Sur] in the south to the 
district of Zagharta in the north. Wherever these bri- 
gades are deployed, they are handling tasks ranging from 
controlling the security situation to countering Israeli 
acts of aggression with modest means and unprece- 
dented determination. 


Although the army has inherited the sectarian composi- 
tion of the brigades pending the successful completion of 
the majority of the amalgamation, it has nevertheless 
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fulfilled all of the military requirements designated by 
the political authority. It has done so without showing 
any signs of division or individual or collective hesita- 
tion in Carrying Out its various missions. 


The increase in personnel that has occurred in the army 
has not been matched by a commensurate increase in 
material capabilities, which has led to a reduction in 
field service compensation and food quality, and to a 
lack of medicine and medical treatment. Morale has thus 
suffered, despite the efforts of the Defense Ministry and 
Army Command to find suitable solutions using avail- 
able means. 


General discipline in the army is at an all-time high, and 
the rate of desertions has seen a drop not witnessed even 
before the war years. 


Equipping with arms, ammunition, means of transpor- 
tation, etc. is still far below the volume needed to sustain 
the missions assigned to the army. The army has yet to 
receive international assistance, and it has been unable 
to meet its needs with the resources allocated to it. 


On 9 April 1992, the army began training the next-to-last 
class from the absorption. Elements from the con- 
scripted forces joined it. A total of about 4,000 soldiers 
are now being trained at the camps of Riyaq, Hammana, 
al-Batrun, and al-Qulay’at. They are expected to grad- 
uate in about eight weeks, and they will then be attached 
to combat brigades. 


2. The Current Security Situation 


Under Decree No. 2163 of 30 December 1991, an urgent 
draft law on prohibited military organizations and the 
possession and transport of arms was referred to the 
Chamber of Deputies. However, the draft has yet to be 
approved and is still before the Chamber of Deputies. 


Cabinet Resolution No. | of 30 November 1991 autho- 
rizes the defense minister to implement a plan to deploy 
the brigades, prohibit tax collection [by illegal ~arties], 
prohibit fraternities *[khawat], assist the Intenor Min- 
istry, close gambling casinos and lounges, continue the 
raid campaign [to confiscate weapons], and prevent 
illegal parties from engaging in any security activity. 
Based on that resolution, the national defense minister 
authorized the army’s command to carry out the mis- 
sions mentioned above as of the date of the said resolu- 
tion. To date, the following has been implemented: 


1. Army brigades have been redeployed to conform with 
the security situation in a way that completely eliminates 
the linkage of specific brigades with specific geographical 
areas. A comprehensive substitution process was exe- 
cuted well and quickly in very harsh natural conditions 
in late 1991. 


2. Illegal tax collections were prohibited completely. No 
phenomenon of this type remains in the army’s deploy- 
ment area. 


3. [The army has assumed responsibility for] the fol- 
lowing security activities, which were previously carried 
out by illegal parties: 
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¢ Intelligence (including making inquiries and 
obtaining information); 

¢ Protective security measures, especially measures 
taken in isolation from official agencies and without 
their approval 

¢ Offensive security measures, i.e., the use of security 
information, the carrying out of executive security 
operations dealing with the kidnapping or harassment 
of persons; 

¢ The exercise [of security functions] in the manner of 
official and private [security] organizations; 

¢ Other direct security activities, including the granting 
of weapons permits and the provision of paid protec- 
tion. Since, in practice, it has been impossible to stop 
intelligence activity, and since protective security has 
been considered a means of protection to which 
organizations or persons with special circumstances 
resort, then weapons used for protective security must 
be registered on permits issued only by the National 
Defense Ministry. The army currently prohibits any 
protective security activity involving the use of 
weapons which are not legally licensed. Regarding 
offensive security, no kidnapping has been recorded 
in any area where the army is deployed since the said 
resolution was implemented. Any group which has 
engaged in such actions has been handled by means of 
deterrent suppression, so that it no longer has a 
presence at all. 


4. Regarding the closure of casinos and gambling clubs, 
the army has provided every type of support requested 
by the internal security force. 


5. Raids against sites of heavy and medium weapons and 
ammunition depots were initially carried out with a 
thrusting sortie in a defined period of execution. They 
are continuing at the rate at which information is 
obtained in any area where the army is deployed. The 
forces automatically stage a raid when they receive 
information about the presence of such weapons. 


6. To increase the amount of control, the National 
Defense Ministry issued a list of all the ports and borders 
which must be monitored and in which the army must be 
concentrated. These ports and borders have conse- 
quently come under the supervision of operational and 
security detachments tasked with preventing smuggling 
and controlling the ports and borders. 


7. Regarding the collection of small arms, which is the 
subject of Resolution No. 10 of 21 January 1992, the 
authorized ministerial committee has formulated a pro- 
gram that entails a 15-day media campaign, followed by 
a 2-month voluntary surrender period, followed by raids 
for four months. Implementation of the program 
remains frozen, pending the cabinet’s approval of a 
suitable time at which to begin implementation (either 
before or after parliamentary elections). 


Regarding southern Lebanon, the report states that the 
special circumstances imposed by the Israeli occupation 
do not preclude distinguishing between resistance arms, 
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which are a legal right until the removal of the occupa- 
tion, and civil-strife arms used in village disputes, which 
are subject to same army measures applied elsewhere. 


3. Army’s Future Readiness Requirements 


The report departs from the principle that any unit at 
less than 70 percent of its basic manpower strength and 
less than 70 percent of its basic equipment level is not 
operational. This section of the report responds to the 
question: If the army is ordered to expand its deploy- 
ment, what will it need to do so, and will its capabilities 
permit fulfilling these needs? 


a. Manpower requirements: The five brigades now in the 
south cannot be cut, due to defense requirements and the 
possibility of the expansion of the army’s deployment if 
Israel withdraws partially or fully. If Israel withdraws 
partially or fully, it will be necessary to form a new 
brigade (now unavailable) and to reinforce each existing 
brigade with 500 troops (i.e., a total of 2,500 troops, 
which can be supplied by the training course now under 
way). 


Basic needs, broken down by region, include the fol- 
lowing: Beirut area needs an additional brigade for the 
suburb and its extension, and another for West Beirut. In 
the north, an additional brigade for Tripoli/al-Minyih, 
and another for the rest of the area and ’Akkar. 


Al-Biga’: Except for the area of the Syrian presence 
agreed upon in the al-Ta’if Agreement, an additional 
brigade in central al-Biqa’ and another in the Ba’labakk/ 
al-Hirmil area. 


The army’s total need thus comes to seven brigades 
containing 2,000 troops each, i.e., 14,000 troops, of 
which 4,000 will be supplied by the most recent absorp- 
tion and conscription class of | July 1992. The rest will 
be supplied though the implementation of the Military 
Service Law. 


b. Equipment needs: 70 percent of a single brigade’s 
equipment needs is calculated as follows: 200 jeeps, 100 
pickup jeeps, 100 trucks, 10 water tanks, 10 fuel tanks, 
30 medical vehicles, 100 **milalah [?—meaning 
unknown; kitchens?], 30 tanks, 10 armored cars, 20 
1.6-mm gun jeeps, two firing units for each weapon type. 
The estimated minimum cost of these requirements is 
$40 million for 70-percent readiness and $60 million for 
higher readiness. The total estimated minimum cost of 
the needs of six brigades is $240 million, which is in 
addition to the cost of the additional equipment that 
would be needed by the five brigades in the south if each 
brigade there is increased by 500 troops. The Defense 
Ministry’s 1992 budget provides for only $5 million for 
this. Appreciable aid is not expected to be obtained, in 
light of international contacts held to date. Personal 
weapons and ammunition will be supplied to 10,000 
troops from the military service allocations. The 4,000 
troops coming from absorption and conscription must 
also be supplied with individual weapons and ammuni- 
tion. 
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c. Training requirements: The regular basic training 
course for new recruits is six months, in principle. This 
period can be shortened to four months if a compressed 
training curriculum is employed. 


Because of the numerous requirements of training, the 
[training] camps will not be ready to receive the first 
class (i.e., 4,000 of the 14,000 troops specified above) 
until | July 1992, which is the end of the current course 
for elements of the absorption and conscription. 


To train each class, 150 officers and 500 enlisted men are 
needed. These personnel would have to be drawn from 
currently deployed brigades, which would mar these 
brigades’ readiness for a full year, given that most of the 
trainers are in the lieutenant-captain officer group, 
which is already in short supply, because the military 
academy stopped graduating classes four years ago. The 
same officers’ group is also urgently needed to supervise 
platoons of recent training graduates, which are being 
formed in operationally deployed units. Regarding 
enlisted men, the Education Institute stopped graduating 
them years ago. Enlisted men have thus been promoted 
automatically, without having to undergo training, due 
to events. Thus, many of them lack education and 
training. 


d. Coordination Requirements: Equipment readiness is 
inseparable from numerical readiness, because an 
increase in personnel entails a corresponding increase in 
equipment. If financial allocations are not made during 
the year, there will be a very urgent need to seek a source 
of aid. It is impermissible to amass new military per- 
sonnel in the brigades and assign additional missions to 
the brigades without providing for the necessary equip- 
ment and other needs. 


LIBYA 


‘Arab Nationalist Conference’ Supports Libyan 
People 


NC1704210492 Beirut Radio Lebanon in Arabic 
2000 GMT 17 Apr 92 


[Text] The third Arab nationalist conference has con- 
cluded its three-day meetings in Beirut and issued a 
statement on the results of its discussions and the stands 
it adopted. The conference discussed at length the UN 
Security Council resolution imposing sanctions against 
Libya and made a decision to fully support the Libyan 
people and called on all the Arab countries to adopt the 
same stand. It said that all of this represents only the first 
links in a long confrontation which necessitates the 
highest possible degree of scientific planning, national 
solidity, and courage. 


Civil Defense Section Explodes 34 WWII Bombs 


LD0705223192 Tripoli JANA in English 1715 GMT 
7 May 92 


[Text] Benghazi, al-Ma’ [May] 7, JAMAHARIYA NEWS 
AGENCY—The Civil Defence and Aid Section from the 
municipality of al-Bayan yesterday exploded 34 bombs 
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of all types and sizes which remained from WWII and 
were found in various areas in the municipality of 
al-Bayan. 


Crude Oil Exports Reach 6.345 Million Barrels 


LD1804 125992 Tripoli Libyan Television Network 
in Arabic 1930 GMT 16 Apr 92 


[Text] The amount of exported crude oil between 10 and 
16 April 1992 was 6.345 million barrels, and the price 
per barrel was $18.93. 


MAURITANIA 


Results of Project Oasis Discussed 


92A4F0727A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Mar 92 pp 176-177 


{Article by Dominique Hoeltgen: “A Project Against 
Sand and Winds”; first paragraph is JEUNE AFRIQUE 
ECONOMIE introduction] 


[Text] Millions of ouguiya [UM] have been spent on the 
Struggle against desertification in Mauritania. What are 
the results? 


Truly, it is an endless job! At the top of the sand dune, 
one of the project managers looks at the palm trees down 
in the valley and explains how to crossbreed dry field 
palm trees, planting them in the purple-colored sand or 
alongside other, leathery plants. He describes in detail 
the method used in the Adrar area in Mauritania, where 
he was born, to fight against desertification. To fight 
against the sand dunes that move at the terrifying speed 
of 6 to 10 km per year, forming, if you do not watch out, 
a kind of shroud for the fields of sorghum, choking the 
oases, the single sources of life in the desert, encircling 
the villages until it empties them of their people. 


Project Oasis Has Two Aspects 


This constant threat was the reason for beginning Project 
Oasis, which was undertaken five years ago by the 
Mauritanian Government with the help of the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development (FADES) 
and the International Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment (IFAD). The objective of this operation, expected 
to cost 1.49 billion UM (61 percent of which is paid for 
by FADES, 29 percent by IFAD, and 10 percent out of 
the Mauritanian budget) is to save the 5,000 hectares 
[ha] of oases spread out in the northern and southeastern 
part of the country, in the Adrar, Tagant, Assaba, and 
Hodhs areas. These relatively small areas (compared to 
the total area of the country, which is 103 million 
hectares) in effect provide a livelihood, thanks to the 
date harvest, to 10,000 growers and help 230,000 people 
to settle down in one place. At the end of the first phase 
of the project the Mauritanian authorities, of course, 
wish to have this international aid continue, “to consol- 
idate the achievements” of this twofold project. One 
aspect takes place on the dunes, a long struggle that is 
essential to prevent the movement of the sands. The 
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other aspect takes place under the palm trees, where the 
people dig and pour cement in the hope of making more 
water flow and perhaps to grow more and better dates in 
the future. 


Corera Alassane, a nature protection inspector, stood on 
a high point in Azougui, not far from Atar, and explained 
the slow and repetitive work required to stop the move- 
ment of the sands. He said: “The first job is to ensure the 
stability of the sand dunes by erecting by hand a dense 
network of woven fences, a kind of grid to trap the action 
of the wind. 


“Then we reforest.”” The term may seem exaggerated to 
someone born in a forested area. However, in this desert 
situation bushes with yellow flowers and grass, which 
grow out of the sand are a kind of victory. Of course, this 
success has only been achieved after having found plant 
varieties adapted to the Saharan climate, which is known 
for its extreme variations. (Here they plant the “Prosopis 
Juliflora” bush of California and “Aristida Punjens” 
grass.) Success is also due to an innovative method of 
planting, with the addition of water. 


Corera Alassane continued: “The essential objective is to 
achieve, at the time of planting, a ‘balance of humidity.’ 
If water is 40 cm [centimeters] below the surface, we 
apply 40 | [liters] of water immediately to the young 
plant. If damp sand is found | m below the surface, the 
plant needs between 150 and 200 | of water when it is set 
in the ground. To make sure that water filters effectively 
down to the roots, we place a large, metallic cylinder in 
the ground around each plant until it begins to grow.” 
This method, used here since 1986, has made it possible 
to save part of the Azougui palm plantations, which 
cover 121 ha spread along a seven km long, dry wadi. 
Some 13,000 palm trees support about 2,000 families 
who are trying to grow wheat, barley, sorghum, and fruit 
under the trees. However, before they consider raising 
double and triple crops in the oasis, the peasants of 
Adrar continue their struggle against the sand, day after 
day. This is an effort to which the peasants contribute 
their physical labor and from which they have been 
rewarded in the form of food: 3.75 kg of grain or 0.225 kg 
of sugar per work day. A peasant from Toungad com- 
plained: ‘“‘We have not had any grain for a long time.” 
Perhaps he forgot that the payment for his work comes at 
the end of the growing season in a truck from Nouak- 
chott, under the joint control of the project inspector and 
the Commissariat for Food Security (CSA). Farther 
down the wadi the palm garden, two hours travel from 
the airstrip at Atar, is a lush green. It has been saved 
from the moving sands. 


Kaba Ould Alewa, the governor of the region, estimates 
that half of the oases in the province of Adrar have now 
been saved from the destructive action of the Sahara. 
However, the project has not been completed. It will still 
be necessary to take care of irrigation problems, for 
example by building dikes and dams and also laying out 
and maintaining trails and passes through the moun- 
tains. These are questions that he would like to see taken 
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into consideration during the next phase of Project 
Oasis. That is, if those providing the funds approve. 


Although the struggle against desertification, which is 
both ridiculous and essential, can make us admire the 
effort, the second aspect of Project Oasis raises certain 
questions. This aspect involves raising crops under the 
palm trees and everything that can help this activity, 
including training, the provision of equipment or pro- 
duction inputs, and loans. First of all, it is surprising to 
note that, according to the list of achievements prepared 
by Abdi Ould Waghof, the coordinator, the objectives of 
Project Oasis are not measured in terms of additional 
tons of dates or millet harvested but in tons of cement 
and steel used. To be specific, over the past five years 
4,737 tons of cement and 320 tons of steel have been 
used to dig 2,137 wells. (They are approaching the 
announced objective of 3,100 wells.) The wells are 
equipped with 653 motorized pumps. With the increase 
in well drilling, we might expect to walk through exten- 
sive, grassy fields around the wells. We might expect to 
see banana and grapefruit trees growing under every 
palm tree. Of course, at Atar, in front of the office of the 
Regional Inspectorate of Agriculture, there is an expen- 
mental field of alfalfa, which is cut every two weeks. A 
young enthusiast from the Directorate of Rural Devel- 
opment said: “Everything grows here, even grapevines.” 
However, we were not able to see visual proof of this. 


Elsewhere, there was nothing like that, apart from a few 
fields here and there, watered by a very simple irrigation 
system, made up of jam cans cut in half and placed 
between the rows of plants. Certainly, this is far from the 
sophisticated methods of irrigation that have existed for 
generations in the Touat or Mzab areas of Algeria! 


But, even so, the peasants living on the Mauritanian 
oases have “modern” equipment. However, although the 
equipment was chosen by those responsible for the 
project, it is not always what the peasants want. At 
teatime under a tent we heard them say: “The French 
motorized pumps are good, but the Chinese pumps are 
always breaking down. The meshes in the wire screens 
are too large. We should double the traditional rows of 
palm trees.” 


Some of the Vegetables and Fruits Rot in the Oasis 


These criticisms are all the sharper, since the farmers are 
required to buy materials and equipment on credit, 
thanks to the system of loans set up under Project Oasis. 
The peasants say: “The interest rates on loans are too 
high, and the amount of money provided in the loans is 
inadequate.” Despite these expressions of dissatisfaction 
everyone wants to replace their rudimentary water holes 
with wells equipped with motorized pumps, which costs 
about 300,000 ouguiya. This is a substantial amount of 
money for people who have no other source of income 
other than that obtained from the sale of their dates. And 
the peasants, who were burned by the experience of 
1991, do not want to increase their efforts to no avail. In 
1991 truck garden output tripled throughout the 
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country, but a large proportion of the fruit and vegeta- 
bles produced rotted where it was grown, in the absence 
of trucks to carry it to market or refrigerators to store it! 


The situation is like the mirages of the desert, where true 
distances are underestimated and where time no longer 
has any importance. It will really take many years before 
the self-sufficient societies of Adrar, Tagant, Assaba, and 
Hodh become what they were tens of years ago: trading 
centers. 


OMAN 


Minister Discusses Iran, Arab Contacts 
92AE0345A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 19 Apr 92 
ps 


[Interview with Yusuf Bin-’Alawi Bin-’Abdallah, Omani 
minister of state for Foreign Affairs, by Husayn ’Abd- 
al-Ghani in Muscat: “Bin-’Alawi to AL-HAYAH: ‘We 
Shall Protect Our People Against Any Extremism, Iran Is 
Responsible State, Not Encouraging It””’] 


[Text] The Omani Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Yusuf Bin-’Alawi Bin-’Abdallah, confirmed that 
consultations are continuing between the Sultanate of 
Oman and Yemen to conclude a border agreement. He 
pointed to the importance of concluding this matter, but 
not hurriedly or at any price. In an interview with 
AL-HAYAH, he denied that Oman has tied the border 
issue to the results of Yemen’s upcoming elections 
shortly before the end of its transitional phase. 


Bin-’Alawi said that the Gulf Cooperation Council 
[GCC] countries have decided upon a formula for “‘bilat- 
eral relations,” rather than a group approach in their 
dealings with Iran. He described such relations as posi- 
tive, rather than negative, overall. He considered Iran to 
be a responsible state that does not encourage religious 
extremism, stressing that his country would fortify itself 
and protect its people against any religious extremism, 
just as it had protected itself and its people against leftist 
extremism in the past. He declared that “the age of 
extremism is over,” and pointed out that “there are 
those who want to use Islam as a mount to ride to the 
centers of power.” 


The Omani foreign minister denied any disagreements 
between GCC countries and Egypt and Syria, their 
partners in the Damascus Declaration, stressing that the 
declaration remains in force, and that bilateral relations 
among the eight countries are excellent. He repeated that 
the meeting of foreign ministers that was to have been 
held in Doha, was postponed for technical reasons, not 
political. 


Bin-’Alawi defended the performance of GCC countries 
on the security issue, and denied there were any disagree- 
ments in this area, or that there had been any negligence 
in achieving security. He stressed that GCC countries 
will never discuss security issues at the press level. He 
considers anyone who discusses Oman’s security plan 
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(presented to the last GCC summit) in the press to be 
irresponsible. The text of the interview follows. 


[AL-HAYAH] The Sultanate of Oman has confirmed 
that it is prepared to end the border issue with Yemen, 
while Yemeni President ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih has 
declared a similar position. What has caused the delay in 
concluding the agreement. Will there be bilateral con- 
tacts in the days ahead, as rumored, to try to wrap it up? 


[Bin-’Alawi] It can be said that consultations are con- 
tinuing, and that we certainly want to conclude this 
matter, which we began years ago, in the interest of both 
countries. I believe that each of us has a clear knowledge 
of the other’s point of view. Both parties have the desire 
to conclude this matter quickly. As regards the Sultanate 
of Oman in the context of the consultations already 
concluded, we will never hesitate to take the next step to 
finish defining the boundary line between the two coun- 
tries. This is not a new issue; it arose many years ago. I 
believe there is no interest in rushing it unless there is 
sufficient and complete conviction. We do not believe 
the situation has to be ended at any price. There have to 
be sufficient, complete, and firm convictions concerning 
the matter. 


[AL-HAYAH] Some feel that Oman is hesitating and 
would prefer to wait until Yemen’s future political 
features are clearer, after the elections. 


[Bin-’Alawi] The political features are very clear to us. 
We always wish for progress and advancement for our 
brothers in Yemen in whatever they do. Drawing bound- 
aries has absolutely nothing to do with elections or any 
internal issues of concern to the Yemeni people. We are 
confident that the feelings of our brothers, the people of 
Yemen, are those of friendship, truthfulness, and love, as 
are the feelings of the Omani people for them. But on a 
border issue, part of which relates to people’s personal 
feelings, I believe it is in our interest that there be 
adequate, firm, and final conviction, and that we not do 
something in a hurried way which later experience and 
conditions will show to have failed to bring the desired 
results. 


We and Yemen cooperate. We are two fraternal neighbor 
states. Drawing a boundary line will not change cooper- 
ation in any way. Agreement has now been reached, and 
that is good. If it was postponed or delayed somewhat, it 
was for the common interest. I do not think there is any 
need ta rush. 


[AL-HAYAH] Oman emphasizes the 1965 treaty as the 
basis for any agreement on defining boundaries with 
Yemen, i.e., the boundaries that were drawn during the 
time of the British presence in Aden. Was this agreed to 
as the basis for what has been accomplished, which is no 
infringement of inherited borders, with negotiations 
focusing on territory where changes subsequently 
occurred? 


[Bin-’Alawi] In the context of our consultations with our 
brothers in Yemen, we took every standard and consid- 
eration into account. The issue of boundaries, or 
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drawing them, is more closely related to the future than 
it is to the past. In defining boundaries with our brothers 
in Yemen, we are creating a pillar for the future. 


[AL-HAYAH] On the matter of GCC relations with Iran, 
some view the postponement or cancellation of the 
meeting that GCC foreign ministers were to have held 
with their Iranian counterpart "Ali Akbar Velayati in 
New York as a negative indication that the two sides 
were unable to agree on a formula for cooperation or 
permanent regional security arrangements in the Gulf 
region. area. 


[Bin-’Alawi] First of all, relations, as a whole, between 
GCC countnes and Iran are positive, not negative. There 
is nothing that could be considered a negative stance 
with any GCC country. Iran and the GCC countries 
enjoy the benefits of cooperation more than any other 
group. Right now, the GCC countnes and Iran are 
working to improve their relations. Once these bilateral 
relations are developing steadily, the result will benefit 
“collective” action. Whether or not collective meetings 
are held, everyone’s desire is to improve relations with 
Iran. 


[AL-HAYAH] But the concept of a “‘collective formula” 
for joint security arrangements with Iran has been 
dropped. 


{Bin-’Alawi] Given present conditions, it is perhaps easy 
in theory to consider collective action to be in the 
interest [of GCC countries], but many are unaware that 
bilateral relations differ from country to country. Two or 
more of these have excellent relations because of circum- 
stances and the nature of neighborly relations. There are 
issues that may not be apparent to the external observer, 
but there are also some issues concerning bilateral rela- 
tions between GCC countries and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran that definitely are important and take priority 
over collective issues. Hence, it was decided that it 
would be best, at this stage, to develop bilateral relations, 
and to look to collective action in the future. I believe 
this is a sound trend. 


[AL-HAYAH] GCC countnes also postponed meetings 
with two other regional parties who were partners in the 
Damascus Declaration, Egypt and Syria. It has been 
rumored that the reason was differing points of view 
between GCC countries and both Cairo and Damascus 
regarding means of implementing the declaration, and 
that this led to a practical freezing of the declaration, 
even though it was issued [just] over a year ago. Is this a 
correct assessment? 


[Bin-’Alawi] I believe this is incorrect. There was a 
Suggestion last year that a ministerial meeting of Dam- 
ascus Declaration countries be held at the beginning of 
this month, but for reasons that were technical, nothing 
more and nothing less, and attributable to the involve- 
ment of certain GCC ministers in emergency matters 
preventing their attendance. So that the absence of one 
GCC foreign minister would not be interpreted as a 
negative stance, it was decided to postpone until all are 
able to attend. 
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The Damascus Declaration itself continues. The signa- 
tory states are determined to continue to develop it and 
adhere to its principles, as evidenced by the excellent 
relations between the eight states. Bilateral cooperation 
programs among them are “coming along” and pro- 
gressing. These bilateral relations are the basis of collec- 
tive action. 


[Ai-HAYAH] Observers say that failure to agree with 
Iran on a collective formula for security, failure to reach 
final arrangements for implementing the Damascus Dec- 
laration, and failure to approve the Omani plan or the 
GCC countries’ own security plan, has left the Gulf 
citizen with a sense that the region has not achieved the 
required stability, even though the Gulf war ended over 
a year ago. Do you agree with this proposition? 


{Bin-’Alawi] Some take pleasure in saying whatever they 
want because they have no responsibility. The outlook 1s 
still optimistic. Everyone is determined that the future 
be stable and reassuring, and that what we witnessed 
these last few years not recur. Any security issue is very 
important, but just because it is very important does not 
mean we have to rush it. It has to run its course and be 
given adequate time. Everyone must be firmly con- 
vinced. 


This does not imply failure to assume responsibility for 
ensuring security and stability, and likewise, the fact that 
nothing has appeared—no written agreement, no written 
press announcement—does not mean that there are 
disagreements about security. There are no disagree- 
ments. On the contrary, their excellencies, the rulers of 
GCC countries, realize the responsibility placed on their 
shoulders, and they have the confidence in their brothers 
and neighbors and in the desire of everyone related to 
this region to protect its security and stability. This talk 
relates to expectations that were around at the time of 
the Gulf crisis, but there has been no negligence in 
concern for Gulf security. 


People are working quietly. We want a way out of the 
media predicament, which is that, in the past, important 
security matters were being discussed in the press. The 
Gulf region is not the only place where security is 
important, and therefore should not be discussed at the 
media level. In Europe we do not hear of anyone 
speaking about security in the press. We do not hear 
anyone saying that there are differences between France 
and Britain, or raise these issues. But this does not mean 
that they do not know, talk about, or study security 
issues. The same is true for us. We study and consult, 
and every country takes appropriate measures and works 
within its own context and capabilities to the extent 
imposed on it by participation in collective action, and 
in accordance with its responsibility to protect its secu- 
rity and stability. 


[AL-HAYAH] The Sultanate of Oman submitted a Gulf 
security plan that concerns other GCC states as much as 
it concerns Oman. But appeals were heard, even in 
Kuwait, that another look be taken at whether to accept 
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the Omani plan or not. This was accompanied by spec- 
ulation that the subject would be raised again at the 
forthcoming Gulf summit. Do you expect another look 
to be taken at the plan? 


[Bin-’Alawi] First of all, we do not discuss matters of this 
nature at the level of the media or press. I do not think 
that anyone who talks about the plan in any Gulf country 
is at the level of responsibility. Anyone who tries to raise 
this subject in the press, or for other reasons of publicity, 
is irresponsible. I am certain that no official in any Gulf 
country would ever expose public interest and their 
countries’ security to danger by reviewing such matters 
with the press or discussing them openly. If someone in 
Kuwait has done this, he has no responsibility. 


{[AL-HAYAH}] Is the plan still under study? 


[Bin-’Alawi] The subject of security in the Gulf is being 
looked at by the [individual] countries. They are 
studying everything related to security, whether it be in 
an individual, group, or multi-party context, but these 
matters will not be discussed at the media level or in 
statements. 


Extremism 


The Sultanate of Oman has recently shown interest in 
the issue of religious extremism and its impact on 
stability in the region. It supported the moderate ten- 
dency in Algeria and has always opposed extremism. It 
once sivod up to leftist extremism and kept it out of the 
region. Is it once again opposing religious extremism, 
which analysts see as a source of instability in the Gulf 
and the Middle East? 


{[Bin-’Alawi] Although we have called it religious 
extremism, and we are convinced that this is what it is, 
there is nothing religious about it. Religion is not 
extremist, nor is Islam Islamic extremism. The extremist 
is motivated by forces that have no concern for the 
interests of Islamic states or Muslims. This means that 
there are those who want to use Islam as a means of 
riding to the centers of power. 


In the context of our nation and protecting the interests 
of our people, we realize that such extremism has no 
place here. By their very nature, Omanis are not extrem- 
ists. We protected and fortified ourselves, as Omanis, 
from leftist extremism, and we will protect ourselves 
against any other form thereof. We do not feel it is in the 
interest of any Arab or Islamic country to allow such 
extremism, because it represents yet another problem, 
and they have enough problems already. We are sup- 
posed to solve these problems, not add new ones. 
Everyone in the Islamic world is aware of this responsi- 
bility and is taking adequate measures. 


[AL-HAYAH] You have excellent relations with Iran. 
Some people feel that Iran is perhaps one of the parties 
encouraging religious extremism in the region. Have you 
appealed to Iran to keep in mind the importance of the 
stability of neighboring countries? 
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[Bin-’Alawi] I do not believe Iran is a country encour- 
aging religious extremism. 


[AL-HAYAH] But Algeria has accused Iran of encour- 
aging extremists there. 


{Bin-’Alawi] Perhaps the phrasing was nol very exact. 
Iran is a responsible nation. If it has disagreements with 
some country, that is in the nature of things. But in our 
view, the age of extremism, whatever it was, is over. It is 
not in the interest of the Islamic countries—Iran, Oman, 
Algeria, or anyone else—to take something called 
Islamic extremism on the basis that is has to be accepted 
or given a chance. This is perhaps not the first time for 
disagreements between Algeria and Iran. It is in the 
interest of all parties to get over these differences. 


While it is true that differing views on how to conduct 
one’s life are acceptable, whai is unacceptable is 
approval of the principle of intervention in internal 
affairs in a “material” way. I do not believe any nation 
would be happy to have another intervene in its internal 
affairs. 


We in the Islamic world have to work to narrow our 
differences and deny those having ambitious designs the 
opportunity to use these differences to cause problems 
between Islamic countries. We must not be overly sen- 
sitive. The issue of religious extremism was fabricated 
for political purposes. We must not give it a chance, 
because it does not serve the Islamic nations or peoples, 
as much as its harms Islam and the beliefs of the people. 


[AL-HAYAH] Do you agree that the moderate tendency, 
which supports President Hashemi Rafsanjani and has 
reached the parliament in Iran, will reinforce relations 
with GCC countries and stability in the Gulf? 


{Bin-’Alawi] We neither discuss nor intervene in the 
internal affairs of another state, but we welcome any 
trend that aids and promotes relations among all nations 
of the region, and among the Islamic countries. 


QATAR 


Further on Visit by Iranian Vice President 


LDO805095992 Tehran IRNA in English 1719 GMT 
6 May 92 


[Text] Tehran, May 6, IRNA—First Vice President 
Hasan Habibi, now on an official visit to Doha, and 
Qatari Heir Apparent and Defense Minister Shaykh 
Hamad Bin-Khalifah Al Thani today examined ways of 
promoting mutual cooperation in various fields. 


Habibi called for expansion of the “friendly relations in 
areas of mutual interest between the two Muslim neigh- 
bours”’ situated on the opposite side of the Persian Gulf. 


The Qatari heir apparent expressed hope that Habibi’s 
visit to Doha, which he said was made in response to his 
trip to Tehran last year, would have great effect on 
promotion of Iran-Qatar ties. 
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The two officials also reiterated the need to implement 
agreements rcached earlier by their respective countries 
for cooperation in areas of commerce, agriculture, edu- 
cation, shipping and air transportation. 


Iran’s Habibi Inspects Qatari Plants, Meets 
Iranians 


NC0705064392 Tehran Voice of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran First Program Network in Persian 0330 GMT 
7 May 92 


[Text] First Vice President Habibi inspected a Qatari gas 
factory and the petrochemical installation in Umm 
Sa’id, 50 km from Doha. 


Yesterday afternoon, Habibi met with Iranians living in 
Qatar at the Iranian Embassy in Doha. In a speech to the 
group, he discussed the need for unity and cooperation 
among regional nations and countries in establishing 
regional security and tranquility. 


Wh Emphasizes Iran’s Good Relations With 


LD0705093592 Tehran IRNA in English 0807 GMT 
7 May 92 


[Text] Doha, May 7, IRNA—Iran’s visiting first Vice- 
President Hasan Habibi here Wednesday night stressed 
Tehran has no problem in her relations with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 


Speaking in a press conference, Habibi emphasized the 
need for protecting rights of the Islamic Republic in Abu 
Musa Island, in the Persian Gulf. 


He said that the whole affair is a propaganda issue raised 
by Iraq. He regretted that certain friends of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran have heeded to such propaganda. 


Habibi who arrived here Tuesday on a three-day official 
visit, said his talks with Qatari Crown Prince Shaykh 
Hamad Bin-Khalifah al Thani and other officials have 
been “succesful”. He further touched on the agreements 
reached in the fields of education, trade, air transporta- 
tion and health. 


Asked to comment on the dispute among different 
Afghan factions, Habibi said all Afghan Mojahedin 
groups should maintain their unity and respect rights of 
each other. 


On exchange of the remaining war prisoners of the 
1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, Habibi said keeping the Iraqi 
POWs in Iran does no good to Iran. He also reiterated 
the need for full implementation of the U.N. Resolution 
598 including the paragraph on swapping POWs. 


On return of Iraqi planes, flown to Iran during the 
Persian Gulf war last year, he said the aircraft belong to 
the Iraqi nation and will be returned when appropriate. 
“At present the approvals of the Security Council does 
not allow us to do so.” 
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On regional security, Habibi reiterated that it must be 
maintained by the regional countries. He said arrange- 
ments could be made in a way that the Muslim world 
becomes united and form a powerful Islamic alliance. 


Trade, Industry, Oil Investment Up in 1991 
92AE0311B Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 15 Mar 92 p 6 


[Article by Muhsin Hasanayn] 


[Text] The annual economic review by the Ministry of 
Economics and Trade stated that the total capital 
invested in trade, industry, and oil during 1990 reached 
about 10.8 billion Qatari riyals, an increase of 10 percent 
over 1989. 


The review mentioned that 1,238 new establishments 
enterea the market in the aforementioned year. Like- 
wise, the number of agents, agencies, and importers 
increased noticeably. 


The review made it clear that there had been a constant 
increase in the amount of capital invested in the contract 
and import sectors over the past 10 years, reaching its 
peak during the past two years. 


Investments in Trade, Industry, Oil 


It was brought out in the review that, according to 
reports by the trade registers, capital invested in trade, 
industry, and oil reached 1.0785 billion riyals in 1990, 
an increase of 10 percent over 1989, which saw an 
increase of 1.3 percent over 1988. 


The review attributed that to an increase in capital of 
Qatari companies and individually-owned establish- 
ments totaling around 885.3 million riyals; of mixed 
[private and public sector] companies at around 102.7 
million riyals; and of foreign companies and individu- 
ally-owned establishments at around 13.5 million riyals. 
That is the result of an increase in the capital of compa- 
nies which were established with the citizens of some 
GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] states, or which were 
set up individually by GCC citizens. 


Qatari Companies in the Forefront 


Statistical tables in the economic review showed that 
Qatari companies were in the forefront with respect to 
capital invested in trade, industry, and oil. 


Capital invested by Qatari companies totaled 5.8692 
billion riyals, compared to 5.0314 billion in in 1989, and 
4.9253 billion in 1988. 


As for the capital of individually-owned Qatari establish- 
ments, in 1990 it reached about 1.9355 billion riyals, 
compared to 1.888 billion in 1989, and 1.8405 billion in 
1988. 


The capital of mixed companies was 2.0013 bmillion 
riyals in 1990, compared to 1.8986 billion in 1989, and 
1.8519 billion in 1988. 


As for foreign companies, their invested capital that year 
reached 953.6 million riyals, compared to 942.1 million 
in 1989, and about 1.0213 billion in 1988. 
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The amount of capital invested by individually-owned 
establishments reached 20.9 million riyals, compared to 
18.9 million in 1989, and the same amount in 1988. 


Monies Invested in Contracts, Imports 


Statistical tables presented in the review showed that 
over the last 10 years, there had been a steady increase in 
capital invested in the contracts and imports sector. 


With regard to the contracts sector, capital invested in 
1990 jumped to 1.774 billion riyals, compared to 1.744 
billion in 1989, and 1.718 billion in 1988. 


The capital invested in this sector in 1980 was only 
about 832 million riyals. 


As for imports, capital invested in them has increased 
greatly over the past 10 years. The amount of these 
monies did not exceed 1.5 billion riyals in 1980, but in 
1989 it reached about 5.489 billion riyals, and 5.395 
billion in 1988. 


The reports show that the total number of establishments 
rose from 15,186 in 1989 to 16,424 in 1990, an increase 
of 1,238. 


The number of Qatari establishments was 13,242, rep- 
resenting 81 percent of the total, compared to 79 percent 
in 1989, whereas there was a relative drop in the number 
of mixed companies and foreign individually-owned 
establishments to 6 percent and 10 percent respectively, 
compared to 6.6 percent and 11 percent respectively in 
the previous year. 


Importers and Agents 


As for registered commercial agents, their number rose 
to 331 in 1990, an increase of 15 over 1989. Likewise the 
number of registered trade agencies rose to 4,557, an 
increase of 181. 


The countries of western Europe still hold the majority 
of the trade agencies, with 73 percent of the total number 
of agencies. 


Regarding importers, “as individuals or companies,” the 
review explained that their number, according to the 
registers of importers, reached 2,418, compered to 2,251 
in 1989, an increase of 167. 


There are 19 corporations, several of which are partly 
owned by the government, and their activities are in 
areas of industry, agriculture, communications, and ser- 
vices. These form the backbone of the national economic 
structure. 


University Computer Chief Reports on Virus 
92AE0311A Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 9 Mar 92 p 1 


[Article by Muhammad ’Arafah] 


[Text] Dr. Ibrahim al-Maliji, director of the computer 
center at Qatar University, affirmed that the Michelan- 
gelo virus, which attacked computers around the world 
last Friday, was discovered several weeks ago in Doha, 
where about 10 to 15 percent of computers at the center 
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had been infected. He said that experts at the center had 
been successful in counteracting it after it had been 
discovered, and removed it from most of the computers 
using programs for combatting viruses, and that no 
losses had occurred after 6 March (last Friday). 


Dr. Ibrahim said that losses did not occur, since the 
infected computers were disinfected, but that they might 
occur if the virus was re-transmitted to those computers. 
Therefore, the process of disinfection has to be diligently 
pursued on a regular basis. He explained that IBM 
computers were being stricken with this virus because 
they are spread throughout the entire world, and 
throughout Qatar. He denied that the viruses were a kind 
of new war being seen by the world, such as “star wars.” 
The developed nations were the ones most hurt by these 
viruses, which are produced in third world countries, 
such as happened when the first virus directed against 
computers came out of India 7 years ago. 


Dr. Ibrahim appealed to all university students who want 
to use their program diskettes in the computer center to 
submit them to the laboratory supervisors to be exam- 
ined to make sure that they are free of the virus. He 
called upon all Qatari companies that deal in computers 
to disinfect their programs and make sure that they are 
clean before selling them to the public. He also asked 
officials of the companies to work with original pro- 
grams, and not with copied ones, which are often 
infected with viruses. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Official Suggests ‘Limited Elections’ 


924E0341A Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 
31 Mar 92 p4 


[Article by Mahmud ’Abd-al-Karim: “Candid Discus- 
sion About National Assembly, Parliamentary Life’’] 


[Text] At a gathering at the home of Dr. Sulayman 
al-Jasim, managing director of community affairs and 
labor force development at the colleges of technology, 
the concern of the participants and focus of their atten- 
tion was the National Assembly, parliamentary life in the 
country, and the selection of members. Those in atten- 
dance included Khalifah Bakhit, undersecretary in the 
Ministry of Education; Muhammad Musa al-Jasim, 
assistant undersecretary in the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries; Dr. "Abdallah Abd-al-Khaliq, professor at 
the University of the Emirates; Sayf Sultan Sa’id, head of 
the board of directors of the al-Fujayrah Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture; and a number of 
senior officials in the Emirate of Fujayrah. 


Initially, Dr. Sulayman al-Jasim proposed three topics 
for discussion at the gathering: 


e The role of the National Assembly and democracy’s 
share in the life of the individual; 

¢ Prevailing international changes and their influence 
on the work force; 

¢ Education, external and domestic factors influencing 
it, and the state of decline through which it is passing. 
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National Assembly Absent 


Dr. ‘Abdallah "Abd-al-Khaliq spoke at the beginning of 
the discussion. He said: ‘The year 1992 seemed to be an 
election year throughout the world. There were elections 
in the East and West; elections far from our region, and 
Others within the region. The principle of elections is no 
longer limited to developed countries. It has come to 
exist in underdeveloped countries, just as in the devel- 
oped countries. The elections in Lebanon, Kuwait, and 
Iran are examples of elections close to us.” 


Dr. Sulayman continued the discussion: “‘I feel sadness 
when I hear about these elections throughout the world. 
We have a National Assembly that is supposed to 
constitute a minimum of political practice, yet all of us 
here in the United Arab Emirates have felt that this 
assembly is being kept out of sight. It is as if we were 
moving counter to the entire world, many of whose 
countries are trying to embark on democratic experi- 
ments in various forms. There is supposed to be a 
governing authority that participates and a populace that 
participates, not that we should stand outside this age. 
There must be vitality in the nature of the role of the 
National Assembly. It must exercise its role with inten- 
sified presence, keeping pace with the changes happening 
throughout the world. What makes us view this subject 
as SO important is the upheaval that visited the region 
last year. Had there been democracy and freedoms in 
Iraq, its president would never have set about doing 
what he did in Kuwait.” 


Dr. ’Abd-al-Khaliq added: “All of us here in the Emir- 
ates must order our house from within. I therefore 
wonder whether the lesson we learned from the experi- 
ence of the Gulf war is to shelve the assembly and keep 
it out of sight. Or have we passed through the lesson and 
still not learned from it? 


“We in this troubled world are faced now with great 
challenges in education, population structure, and devel- 
opment. In any public issue, there must be a body that 
represents the viewpoint of the people. Absence of the 
people’s viewpoint does not benefit the government. 
Where is the mistake? Is the mistake that the Emirates 
have not nominated people to represent them in the 
assembly?” 


Dr. Sulayman al-Jasim said: “Electoral experiments 
have begun to proliferate in the region around us. There 
are experiments in other neighboring countries. His 
Highness Shaykh Zayid Bin-Sultan Al Nuhayyan, the 
head of state, has said in several speeches that every 
individual must play his part in the state and speak his 
mind frankly. Nevertheless, a link is missing. Why has 
the National Assembly disappeared when we need it? We 
missed it for a long time during, and even after, the Gulf 
crisis. The assembly and its role were kept out of sight. It 
was called into session only once after the crisis. Since 
that day, this assembly, which is supposed to be the 
people’s representative before the governing authority, 
has not convened.” 
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Sulayman al-Jasim asked citizens to exercise the role 
expected of them and participate in expressing their 
views on every national issue. 


Khalifah Bakhit, undersecretary in the Ministry of Edu- 
cation, said: “International changes have begun acceler- 
ating. Every day we hear about something new in the 
world, and we see it taking shape daily. We in the Arab 
homeland confront dangerous challenges that we must 
pay attention to. For example, the issue of the workforce 
here is one of the dangerous challenges we face. Also, the 
absence of popular participation in parliamentary gath- 
erings has begun to raise many questions. | feel the 
coldness of communities toward their prob!ems—a lack 
of involvement in serious discussion to solve these 
problems. Education is passing through a critical phase 
and needs a great deal of discussion in order to be 
brought out of this phase.” 


Where Are the Emirate Assemblies? 


Sayf Sultan, chairman of the al-Fujayrah Chamber of 
Commerce, said: “In the past, the National Assembly 
reflected the pulse of the citizens and brought their ideas 
to the executive. Its role was positive. Its role has now 
become more urgent. Particularly in this period, the role 
of the assembly must be stronger. The assembly must be 
a real representative of the people. Its presence is very 
important, because it is the communication bridge to the 
government and reflects everything happening in the 
community, especially in cases when certain laws are 
proposed or discussed. Now we see laws and legislation 
issued in the assembly's absence not being implemented, 
due to this absence. This is something that needs to be 
considered. 


“Our structure is a federal structure. The country is 
made up of seven emirates, with seven local govern- 
ments. Every emirate must have an assembly at the 
emirate level. We here in the country have the experi- 
ment of the Consultative Council [majlis al-shura] in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This experiment must be 
repeated in the country’s other emirates, so that all 
people can participate in discussing their affairs. This 1s 
a necessary, urgent matter.” 


He added: “We enjoy freedoms here that do not exist in 
many other countries. It is easy to meet our rulers and 
communicate all requests directly to them. In other 
countries, one finds deputies and ministries that cannot 
be contacted at all.” 


Call for General Elections 


Muhammad Musa al-Jasim, assistant undersecretary in 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, dealt with the 
role of the National Assembly: “In the past, it was very 
influential. The elected members played an important 
role in parliamentary life, the role of the rapid and 
honest transmitter of citizens’ demands. | therefore 
believe that we, at this stage, have a pressing need to start 
the experiment of elections to choose good members 
through an organized electoral process. If the process 
should be fraught with any kind of dangers, let us begin 
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with the experiment of limited elections. By this | mean 
subjecting 50 percent of the deputies to election, while 
50 percent will be appointed. The country, in that case, 
will have laid the first brick of democracy. We can 
evaluate the experiment a few years after its inception to 
determine the extent and importance of the system that 
ought to be followed here in parliamentary representa- 
tion. 


“Certain things in our country require resolve and 
courage in opinions so that we can obtain the best we 
desire in terms of participation in opinion, and so that 
the role of the National Assembly becomes clear.” 


Broader Powers Sought 


Khalifah Matar, a businessman in al-Fujayrah, seconded 
what Sayf Sultan and Musa al-Jasim said: ‘The National 
Assembly no longer has the same power it began with. 
This is not the government's fault, but the fault of the 
members. In the past, the assembly used to play a role 
with broad impact on citizens’ lives. For example, there 
was an office in al-Fujayrah to receive citizens, listen to 
their views, and transmit them through the assembly to 
the leadership. This office and this role have disappeared 
now. 


The number of citizens has increased. The areas of life 
have widened and diversified. What is required now is 
that the number of assembly members be increased to 
conform to the assembly’s role in this stage and to the 
population increase. 


“We know that the government is taking account of all 
these matters and that it is just a question of time. 
Nevertheless, greater powers are needed for the National 
Assembly, so that it can carry out its role as fully as 
possible. 


“Il hope members will be selected in a way that has 
influence within the assembly, that a citizen’s entering 
the assembly will not be just a job, and that the members 
will be chosen by standards appropriate for the coming 
period.” 


Ahmad al-Sharif, director of the al-Fujayrah medical 
district, supported this point. He said: “I am hoping for 
an increase in the number of National Assembly mem- 
bers and for amendment of the constitution to keep pace 
with the coming period. The temporary constitution is 
no longer adequate for the period in which we live. Also, 
greater powers are needed for the federal government 
under the amended constitution.” 


Dr. ’Abd-al-Khaliq ‘Abdallah closed the dialogue at the 
end of the Ramadan gathering at the home of Dr. 
Sulayman al-Jasim, saying: “We must keep an important 
issue before our eyes as we discuss or think about the role 
of the National Assembly and the powers to be granted it 
in the future. The point is that the people of the emirates 
are very different now than they were 20 years ago, when 
illiteracy was 80 percent and educated people numbered 
20 percent. The ratio is now reversed: educated people 
comprise 80 percent, illiterates 20 percent, and there are 
15,000 university graduates. I would say that educated 
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people have special aspirations and constantly desire 
advancement. Either there will be communication 
between the leadership and the people, or a great gap will 
occur. We are a people devoted to its country, its land, 
and its leaders. We have abilities and ambitious talents. 
The state must work*so that these talents occupy its 
influential positions. We must look ahead in order to 
bring about the things we desire for our country.” 


WESTERN SAHARA 


Algerian Reporting on Western Sahara Criticized 


924F0741A Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 
30 Mar 92 p8 


(“Text” of letter written by an unnamed Algerian and 
Originally published in MAG 7: “Are 25 Million Moroc- 
cans Wrong in the Sahara Case?’’; first two paragraphs 
are MAROC SOIR introduction] 


[Text] The writer of this letter asks himself a number of 
questions concerning the extent of Algeria’s political 
commitment on behalf of the argument put forward by 
Polisario [Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el 
Hamra and Rio de Oro] and calls upon the now- 
independent Algerian press to reexamine the matter. 


Here is the complete text of the letter: 


A good percentage of the Algerian press, although it has 
passed from the stage of being a single-party press to the 
emergence of what is called an independent press, con- 
tinues to convey only one message on the Saharan issue, 
and that is Polisario’s message, which it has adopted as 
its own and it presents in a onesided manner. 


It is continuing to convey the message that has prevailed 
since 1975 without showing even the slightest willingness 
to try to present the other side’s viewpoint and position. 
No Algerian journalist has tried, as part of any possible 
investigations or surveys he may have conducted, to go 
to the other side, look at things on the spot, and gather 
statements from the Saharan people living on the other 
side. 


The Saharan population is not just that portion of it 
confined to Polisario’s camps. Moreover, Morocco is a 
country bordering on Algeria, and the Algerian press is 
too well aware of Morocco’s stature and history to 
display so much negligence and partiality in its treat- 
ment of this subject, which it presents in a onesided 
manner from the angle that has been maintained offi- 
cially for several years and is favorable to what it calls 
“the Saharan people’—a Saharan people totalling 
74,000 inhabitants, or less than it would take to forin the 
population of an average-sized Algerian town. 


What about the Moroccan people, of whom there are 25 
million? What about that Morocco that has existed as an 
entity for 14 centuries? Are those 25 million inhabitants 
all colonists, all invaders, and all expansionists? Are they 
all wrong? Just because the press and Algerian officials 
do not share their views or want to present them as such? 
Let us not mention the principle of the right of peoples to 
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self-determination or the inviolability of borders, much 
less the decision by the International Court of Justice. Is 
all that just diplomacy? The truth is very different, and 
all those who have been Algerian nationalists from the 
start know it: beyond any shadow of a doubt, Western 
Sahara is Moroccan. 


Why did the late Houari Boumedienne declare publicly 
before the Arab chiefs of state in Rabat in 1972: “Your 
Majesty, the Algerian people and the Algerian Army are 
at your disposal for liberating Western Sahara’? Why 
did Abdelaziz Bouteflika travel to ltrane before the 
Green March? 


The press would be wrong to recognize the failure of the 
system in Algeria while claiming at the same time that in 
the matter of Western Sahara, the approach taken by that 
same regime was correct and not to be numbered among 
the mistakes of the past. Now that it calls itself indepen- 
dent, it has the duty to say that freedom of expression 
was denied it for three decades. 


In this new situation, the Algerian press must and can 
reexamine this matter, and why not? After all, Algeria 
made a sizable investment to support that cause, main- 
tain the camps in Tindouf, and finance its diplomacy in 
the service of that cause—in short, it was a matter for 
which Algeria took complete responsibility by mobi- 
lizing its financial and diplomatic resources in the ser- 
vice of that cause. It recognized the SDAR [Saharan 
Democratic Arab Republic], and the proclamation was 
made in its territory against “the brother Moroccan 


people.” 


Were those luxury investments or were they something 
done for the Algerian people? 


These are questions that call for investigations by the 
now-independent Algerian press. It would be interesting 
to know the extent and amount of the Algerian invest- 
ment in support of the Saharan cause, which for a time 
took priority in the actions of Algerian authorities and 
their diplomacy. The entire apparatus abroad was mobi- 
lized in the service of that cause. Was all that done in the 
exclusive service of the principle of self-determination 
for the Saharan people? Was that principle important 
enough for Algeria to take a stand against Morocco? 


Algeria could have been content with providing support 
in the international arena—inactive support—rather 
than setting itself up as the policeman guarding interna- 
tional law. Were the investments made for the benefit 
and in the interest of the Algerian people? What did the 
Algerian people gain from them in the long run? 


Fifteen years of quarreling with Morocco. Closed bor- 
ders. Families living on both sides of the line forbidden 
to exchange visits. Growing hatred on both sides. One 
side considering itself justified in recovering its territo- 
ries and the other claiming to have no territorial ambi- 
tions while all the time mobilizing all its resources in the 
service of what it calls the Saharan cause. 
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Algeria has in fact invested too much in the international 
arena to be able to go back on its word now. That is true. 
But Algeria now has a duty, because of the changes that 
have occurred, to extend its hand to Morocco and help 
solve the problem while trying to keep its word. One 
must not persist in concealing the truth. On the contrary, 
it is necessary, from the standpoint of Maghreb history, 
to see that the mistake is rectified. Everyone knows that 
this is a matter of geopolitics: encircling Morocco on the 
south so as to keep it under control on all sides (east and 
south) while setting up a revolutionary base to the south 
like the one supposedly existing to the east was the 
objective which the plan was expectea to achieve, and 
the result would have been encirclement on land by 
so-called progressive and revolutionary regimes. 


That entire strategy was a failure from the start because 
it was based on nationalist feeling. The Saharan issue 
could not produce isolation under any circumstances. 
On the contrary, it is producing a consensus never before 
seen in Morocco on the question of national unity. That 
is why the Algerian press is attacking the Moroccan Left. 
What is more, in dealing with a strategy that does not 
concern it, the Algerian press is unscrupulously playing 
the Serfaty card to extol the merits of some “harki” 
[Algerians who fought for the French] who denies that 
Western Sahara is Moroccan and supports secession. 


Most of the Saharan leaders lived in Morocco and 
received their education in Morocco. They were even 
members of the organization of Moroccan students and 
of left-wing organizations. They are all a part of that 
Strategy with the exception of certain “Saharan” for- 
eigners, mainly from Mauritania and including certain 
well-known leading figures who began their careers in 
health centers. 


Read the Algerian press or at least certain headlines 
carefully. Every time it deals with the Saharan issue, the 
press mentions Gilles Perrault, Moumen Diouri, or even 
Abrhama Serfaty—its only references. Why not mention 
Abderrahim Bouabid, who spent a long time fighting the 
war of liberation alongside the Algerian mujahedin? No, 
the press prefers to give the floor to those wishing 
Morocco ill: those who serve the stereotyped language of 
the old era. What do those leading figures represent in 
terms of 25 million Moroccans? Are they our intelligen- 
tsia? The mistake being made by a certain type of press 
is that despite everything, it is continuing to make 
defamation the framework of professional journalism. 
The second mistake is that it still refuses to face up to 
reality: it refuses to become part of the new reality and of 
the changes that have taken place in the world and in 
Algeria. The risk it is running, at least as far as the 
Saharan issue is concerned, is that at the end of the road, 
it will find itself alone and carrying its logic to its 
extreme conclusion in the opposite direction from that 
being taken by history. 
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BANGLADESH 


Commerce Minister Speaks at UNCTAD Session 


92A4S0802A Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
16 Feb 92 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Commerce Minister M.K. Anwar underscored the 
need for eliminating restriction on imports by the devel- 
oped countries for bridging the gap between the haves 
and have-nots during the current decade. 


Mr. Anwar, who is leading a Bangladesh delegation to 
the UNCTAD [UN Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment] conference here, was addressing the plenary ses- 
sion on Wednesday last. 


Enumerating a series of liberalising reforms in Bang- 
ladesh, Mr. Anwar said the present government under 
the inspiring leadership of Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia has initiated reforms in economic, social 
and administrative spheres to secure a better quality of 
life for the people. 


Referring to the protectionist practices of the developed 
countries to frustrate the comparative advantage of 
developing countries in international trade, the Com- 
merce Minister said even the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC) having a meagre share of only 0.4 per cent of the 
world merchandise were not spared from unkind protec- 
tionist measures. 


He particularly mentioned the quantitative restrictions 
imposed on Bangladesh by some of its major trading 
partners and strongly pleaded for eliminating all such 
restrictions on exports of garments from Bangladesh by 
all of the trading partners. 


Acknowledging that the primary responsibility for devel- 
opment lies with the developing countries themselves, 
the Commerce Minister said the external environment 
was beyond the control of the LDCs and neither the 
market forces nor their own efforts would succeed unless 
supporting climate is created by the macro economic 
policies of the major actors in the international 
economy. 


The Commerce Minister urged the developed countries 
for increasing ODA [Official Development Assistance] 
substantially to match the additional needs of the LDCs 
and ensure funds for effective implementation of their 
programmes of action for the nineties. 


Giving his evaluation of the results of the Uruguay 
Round of multilateral trade negotiations achieved so far, 
Mr. Anwar expressed grave concern at the lack of tan- 
gible measures in favour of the LDCs and urged the 
participants to the round to exempt LDCs, by way of 
special treatment, from undertaking any commitments 
and obligations which were inconsistent with their trade, 
finance and development needs or beyond their admin- 
istrative capabilities. 
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Mr. Anwar expressed the hope that a strengthened 
UNCTAD would be an improved forum for building up 
an international consensus which ensured decision- 
making process. 


He suggested establishment of an effective surveillance 
and follow-up mechanism so that the decisions and 
resolutions adopted in UNCTAD were translated into 
concrete actions. 


‘Strong Protest’ Lodged Over Refugee Problem 


92AS0878A Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
3 Mar 92p 1 


[Quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Bangladesh is learnt to have lodged a ‘strong 
protest’ with Burma now renamed Myanmar for perse- 
cution of the Burmese Muslim Population in the Arakan 
state that caused continued influx of large number of 
refugees to Bangladesh. 


The Bangladesh Government lodged the strong protest 
with the Burmese military government recently asking it 
to stop genocide and ensure safety and security to the 
Burmese minority population without delay. 


According to government sources, the protest was lodged 
in “strongest term” when Bangladesh conveyed its 
serious concern at the continued influx of the Burmese 
refugees mostly Muslim population from across the 
border. 


Meanwhile, the Burmese Ambassador to Bangladesh 
called on Foreign Minister A.S.M. Mustafizur Rahman 
yesterday morning at the Foreign Ministry. 


It could not be ascertained immediately what Burmese 
Envoy U Soe Myint conveyed or discussed with the 
Foreign Minister with whom he had sought the meeting 
after the later’s returning Sunday from a fortnight visit to 
some European and Gulf states. 


It may be presumed that the Burmese Ambassador must 
have conveyed something on behalf of his military 
government in Rangoon over the incoming Burmese 
refugees to Bangladesh in the context of the pressure 
from international community being mounted on the 
Burmese military junta in Rangoon. 


According to a diplomatic source, Pakistan conveyed its 
serious concern to Burma over Rangoon’s persecution 
policy against the Burmese Muslim population in the 
Arakan state and asked it to stop Pakistan, being a fellow 
Muslim state and the first member-country of the seven- 
nation grouping of SAARC [South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation], conveyed its resentment to the 
Burmese military government through its ambassador in 
Rangoon and expressed the concern at the exodus of a 
large number of Rohingya refugees from Burma to 
Bangladesh for safety and shelter. 


Meanwhile, Bangladesh Government sent Sunday the 
fourth list of the Burmese refugees through Rangoon’s 
embassy in Dhaka bringing the total number to 13,735 
for repatriation. 
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A Foreign Ministry spokesman said yesterday that the 
refugees who had crossed over to Bangladesh and whose 
names were sent to the Burmese government are citizens 
of Burma and Burma has to take them back. 


The spokesman could not confirm yesterday any date for 
the proposed visit of the Burmese Foreign Minister to 
Dhaka which was due last month after Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister’s visit to Rangoon in November last. 


The United Nation’s Human Rights Commission in 
Geneva, on the other hand, is expected to adopt a 
resolution today (Tuesday) condemning gross violation 
of human rights in Burma and causing influx of large 
number of Rohingya refugees to Bangladesh. The U.N. 
Commission is now in session in Geneva and the 
Rohingya refugee issue got priority treatment in its 
agenda. 
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The Rohingya refugee issue was explained to the envoys 
of the South East Asian countries in Dhaka yesterday. 


The Foreign Ministry, meanwhile, explained the Bur- 
mese Rohingya refugee issue to the envoys of foreign 
countries stationed in Dhaka seeking their help to 
resolve it. By phase-wise, all the envoys representing the 
big five, European Economic Community, OIC member 
countries, Australia, Japan and Canada, member coun- 
tries of the SAARC and the ASEAN [Association of 
South East Asian Nations] have been informed about the 
situation arising out of the massive influx of refugees 
from across the Burmese side to Bangladesh vis-a-vis 
Bangladesh efforts to resolve the issue besides the mea- 
sures taken by the government for immediate shelter and 
relief in this regard. 
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